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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  County  of  Bedford  for 
the  year  1936. 

This  Report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to  its  scope  and  arrangement. 

In  recent  years  it  has  been  possible  for  me  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  to  the  Council  at  their  meeting  in  July.  I much  regret 
that  owing  to  the  unusually  late  date  on  which  the  Registrar 
General  furnished  the  necessary  Vital  Statistics,  it  was  impossible 
to  complete  the  Report  by  the  usual  date. 

During  the  past  year  the  population  of  the  County  is  estimated 
to  have  increased  by  12,970  persons.  This  increase  is  in  part 
due  to  the  natural  increase  in  the  population  and  in  part  to 
immigration  to  the  industrial  centres  of  the  County.  Workers 
have  doubtless  been  attracted  to  Bedfordshire  by  reason  of  the 
extremely  low  figure  of  unemployment  in  the  County,  the  average 
figure  of  unernploved  persons  in  Bedfordshire  during  1936  being 

S®/ 

/o- 

The  birth  rate  for  Bedfordshire  shows  a further  small  rise  and 
is  the  highest  recorded  since  1926. 

The  corrected  death  rate  of  the  County,  although  slightly  higher 
than  last  year,  continues  to  be  satisfactorily  low  in  comparison 
with  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  again  shows  a further  very  small 
reduction. 

The  Midwives  Act,  1936,  which  came  into  operation  during 
the  year  under  review  , requires  the  County  Council  to  provide  a 
salaried  service  of  whole-time  midwives  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  their  administrative  area.  A Scheme  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  was  in  course  of  preparation  during  the  year 
when  consultations  were  held  with  Nursing  Associations  and  otlier 
interested  bodies. 

During  the  year  good  progress  was  made  by  the  various  Local 
Authorities  in  the  County  with  their  Schemes  for  providing  an 
adequate  water  supply  to  those  villages  hitherto  unprovided  with 
this  essential  .service.  In  the  area  of  the  Bedford  Rural  District 
Council  the  work  has  been  completed  and  the  system  is  w'orking 
satisfactorily. 
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Mention  is  made  for  the  first  time  in  this  Report  of  a new 
responsibility  in  connection  with  the  Public  Health  Service, 
namely,  an  organisation  for  precautionary  measures  for  safe- 
guarding the  civil  population  against  the  effects  of  air  attack 
including  the  preparation  of  plans  for  the  treatment  of  casualties. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council  has,  as  heretofore  been  ever  ready 
with  his  assistance  and  advice,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  their  cordial  co-operation 
at  all  times. 

1 should  like  to  place  on  recoid  my  appreciation  of  the  good 
work  of  the  whole  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during 
the  past  year. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CCTHBERT  G.  WELCH, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Shire  Hall,  Bedford. 
August,  1937. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

CuTHBERT  G.  Welch,  M.D.  (Lond.),  Degree  in  State  Medicine, 

D.P.H.  (Oxon). 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior  Assistant 

School  Medical  Officer  : 

George  R.  Painton,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  : 

Charles  A.  Harvey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  1-5-37). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare) 
Marjorie  H.  King,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Tuberculosis)  (Resident)  and  Assistant 

School  Medical  Officer  : 

William  Edward  Mashiter,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B.Chir.  (Camb.) . 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Assistant  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  : 

George  A.  Hayman,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

School  Dentists  : 

R.  B.  T.  Dinsdale,  L.D.S. 

E.  Dunstan,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  15-2-37) 

E.  C.  Humpreys,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  23-6-37) 

County  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sampling  Officer  : 

R.  E.  Thomas,  M.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A.,  M.I.H.  (^Appointed  1-6-36) 

County  Analyst  (part  time). 

J.  Rear  Colwell,  Esq.,  E.I.C. 

Health  Visitors  and  Inspectors  of  Midwives  : 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Curtis,  S.R.N.  (Superintendent ) 

Miss  C.  D.  Smith,  S.R.N. 

Miss  M.  K.  Coad,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  I.  Russell,  S.R.N. 

Miss  R.  Lamb,  S.R.N. 

Miss  B.  L.  Higginbotham,  S.R.N.  (Appointed  9-10-36) 
Miss  M.  A.  Bach,  S.R.N.  (Appointed  1-12-36) 

Miss  M.  Rees,  S.R.N.  (Appointed  1-11-36) 

Miss  D.  A.  Hipkiss,  S.R.N.  (Appointed  19-7-37) 

All  the  Health  Visitors  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  C.M.B. 
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STAFF  (continued)  . 

Dental  Nurses  : 

Miss  A.  R Peck,  S.R.N.  Miss  J.  M.  Brealey, 

Miss  A.  M.  Hayward  (Appointed  15-2-37) 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  : 

Miss  E.  A.  Topley,  S.R.N. 


Clerical  Staff : 

Chief  Clerk  : E.  H.  L.  Stoned  an  ks. 

1st  Class  Clerk  : S.  P.  Marriott. 


2nd  Class  Clerk  : Miss  D.  A.  Hands. 


Third  Class  Clerks:  C.  G.  W.  Denning  and  Miss  J.  K.  Turner. 

Shorthand  Typists  : Miss  E.  H.  Markham  and  Miss  IM.  R.  Haynes 

(Appointed  5-10-36) 

Junior  Clerks  : S.  J.  Adkins,  F.  S.  Setchell  (Appointed  8-2-37) 
and  Miss  K.  E.  Williams  (appointed  1-8-37) 

Dispensary  Caretaker  and  V.D.  Orderly  : 

E.  WooTTON  (Luton). 

Tart-time  V.D.  Orderlies  : 

J.  Hyde  (Luton)  E.  H.  Gates  (Bedford) 

Public  Assistance  Institutional  Medical  Officers  and  Public 

Vaccinators  (Part  time). 

Ampthill  Public  xA.ssistance  ...  Dr.  W.  E.  C.  Parry 

Institution. 


Bedford  Public  Assistance 
Institution  (St.  Peter’s  Hos- 
pital). 

Kempston  Children’s  Home. 

Biggleswade  Public  Assistance 
Institution , and  Biggleswade 
Boys’  and  Girls’  Homes. 

Luton  Public  Assistance  Insti- 
tution, the  Beech  Hill  Boys’ 
Home  and  the  Farley  Hill 
Girls’  Home. 

Leighton  Buzzard  Public  Assist- 
ance Institution. 


Dr.  H.  D.  Pollard 


Dr.  E.  Gordon 
Dr.  F.  Bolster 


Dr.  j.  M.  O’Meara 


Dr.  W.  H.  Square 
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STAFF  (continued)  . 

Public  Assistance  District  Medical  Officers  and  Public  Vaccinator 

(Part  time). 


District 


P.  A.  District  M.  O.  Public  Vaccinator. 


Bromhani 
Bedford 
Clapham 
Great  Barford 
Little  Barford 
Eaton  Socon 
Dean 

Riseley  and 

Sharnbrook 

Wymington 

Podington 

Harrold 

Purvey 

Biggleswade 

Potton 

Blunham  and 

Sandy 

Shefford  and 

Haynes 

Arlesey 

Ampthill  No.  1 
District 

Ampthill  No.  2 . 
District 

Marston  Moretaine 
and  Cranfield 
Aspley  Guise 
Toddington  and 

Hockliffe 

Shillington 

Barton 

Dunstable 

Caddington 

Hyde 

Stopsley 

Luton 

I>eighton  Buzzard 


Dr.  W.  H.  Miller 
Dr.  J.  a.  Leahy 
Dr.  G.  J.  Griffiths. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Hughes 
Dr.  E.  j.  Cross 
Dr.  a.  H.  Hudson 
Dr.  j.  W.  Ellis,  M.C. 
Dr.  C.  j.  M.  Lawrence 

Dr.  D.  G.  Greenfield 
Dr.  O.  B.  Lean 
Dr.  W.  Blayney 
Dr.  H.  W.  Round 
Dr.  j.  C.  Rowan 
Dr.  j.  j.  H.  Anderson 
Dr.  T.  Campbell 

Dr.  W.  j.  Johnson 

Dr.  M.  L,  Farmer 
Dr.  W.  E.  C.  Parry 

Dr.  C.  H.  Macklin 

Dr.  a.  E.  Street 

Dr.  j.  Richardson 
Dr.  R.  F.  M.  Fawcett 

Dr.  W.  G.  Lidderdale 
Dr.  M.  O’Donnell 
(appointed  1-2-37) 

Dr.  H.  a.  a.  Pargeter 
Dr.  j.  E.  S.  Smith 
Dr.  j.  a.  Clarke 
Dr.  H.  O’Meara 
Dr.  j.  Robertson 
Dr.  j.  Grogono 


Dr.  W.  H.  Miller 
Dr.  j.  a.  Leahy 
Dr.  G.  j.  Griffiths. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Hughes 
Dr.  E.  j.  Cross 
Dr.  a.  H.  Hudson 
Dr.  j.  \y.  Ellis,  M.C. 
Dr.  C.  j.  M.  Lawrence 

Dr.  D.  G.  Greenfield 
Dr.  O.  B.  Lean 
Dr.  \V.  Blayney 
Dr.  H.  W.  Round 
Dr.  j.  C.  Rowan 
Dr.  j.  j.  H.  Anderson 
Dr.  T.  Campbell 

Dr.  W.  j.  Johnson 

Dr.  M.  L.  Farmer 
Dr.  W.  E.  C.  Parry 

Dr.  C.  H.  Macklin 

Dr.  a.  E.  Street 

Dr.  j.  Richardson 
Dr.  R.  F.  M.  Fawcett 

Dr.  W.  G.  Lidderdale 
Dr.  M.  O’Donnell 

Dr.  H.  a.  a.  Pargeter 

Dr.  j.  E.  S.  Smith 

Dr.  j.  Birch 

Dr.  j.  Birch 

Dr.  j.  Birch 

Dr.  C.  M.  L.  Cowper 


Vaccination  Officers  (Part  time) 


District 


Ampthill 

Mr. 

Bedford  ... 

• • • 

Mr. 

Biggleswade 

• • • 

Mr. 

Dunstable 

• • • 

. . . 

Mr. 

Eaton  Socon 

• fl  • 

« • • 

Mr. 

Leighton  Buzzard 

t • • 

• « • 

Mr. 

Luton 

• • • 

• • • 

Mr. 

Woburn 

• • • 

« • • 

Mr. 

Wymington 

« . • 

• • • 

Mr. 

Name  and  Address  of  Officer 

E.  H.  L.  Stonebanks,  Bedford. 
A.  F.  Bailey,  Bedford 
C.  Rutt,  Biggleswade 
E.  H.  L.  Stonebanks,  Bedford 
H.  Pateman,  St.  Neots. 

H.  G.  Gleed,  Leighton  Buzzard 
J.  Q.  Clayton,  Luton 
E.  H.  L.  Stonebanks,  Bedford 
T.  W.  Ginders,  M'ellingborough 


LIST  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  OF  THE 
SEPARATE  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY. 

Urban  districts  Medicai.  Officer  of  Health  Sanitary  Inspector  Office  Address 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 

The  area  of  the  geographical  and  administrative  County  is  474 
square  miles,  or  302,942  acres.  Its  greatest  length  from  North 
to  South  is  36ir  miles  and  its  greatest  breadth  22|  miles  from  East 
to  West. 

The  County  contains  no  County  Boroughs  but  includes  the 
three  Non-County  Boroughs  of  Bedford,  Dunstable  and  Luton. 
There  are  in  addition,  five  Urban  Districts,  and  four  Rural 
Districts. 

At  the  1st  April,  1936,  the  rateable  value  was  1,460 ,816. 
The  estimated  produce  of  a penny  rate  for  1936-37  was  for  general 
County  purposes,  £5,754. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 


The  population  of  the  County,  according  to  the  1931  Census, 
was  220,525. 


The  aggregate  resident  population  of  the  County,  as  estimated 
for  the  middle  of  1936,  by  the  Registrar  General,  was  as  follows  : — 


Urban  Districts  Persons 

Ampthill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,332 

Bedford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,650 

Biggleswade  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,880 

Dunstable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,800 

Kempston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,244 

Leighton  Buzzard  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,022 

Luton  ...  ...  ...  •••  85,600 

Sandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 3 ,232 


Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts  ...  167,760 


Rural  Districts 
Ampthill 
Bedford 
Biggleswade 
Luton 


18,050 
22 ,960 
24 ,420 
14,480 


Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts  ... 


79,910 


The  County  247,670 
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BIRTHS. 

The  Birth-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1936  was  14.8 
per  tlioiisand  being  the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

3,678  live  births  were  registered  in  the  County,  159  of  which 
were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rates  per  1,000  for  Bedfordshire 
and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  thereof,  and  for  England  and 
\Wiles  for  the  last  hve  years , are  given  below  : — 


Localities. 

Birth  Rate. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

Urban  Districts 

13.4 

12.3 

14.1 

14.9 

15.0 

Rural  Districts 

15.2 

14.9 

14.6 

14.0 

14.5 

Whole  County  . . . 

14.0 

13.2 

14.3 

14.6 

14.8 

England  & Wales 

15.3 

14.4 

14.8 

14.7 

14.8 

A further  small  increase  is  shewn  in  the  County  birth  rate,  the 
present  birth  rate  being  the  highest  recorded  since  1926.  The 
birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  also  shews  a very  slight  increase. 


Natural  increase  of  population  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
and  is  usually  expressed  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In 
Bedfordshire  the  natural  increase  was  3.4  per  thousand  in  1936  ; 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  2.7  per  thousand. 


The  following  tables  give  the  live  birth  statistics  for  the  County 
districts  for  the  year  1936  : — 


Urban  Districts 

Total 

Births. 

Legiti- 

mate. 

Illegiti- 

mate. 

Total 

Birth 

Rate. 

Ampthill 

30 

28 

2 

12.9 

Bedford... 

544 

504 

40 

12.2 

Biggleswade 

93 

89 

4 

15.8 

Dunstable 

199 

196 

3 

15.5 

Kempston 

102 

99 

3 

16.3 

Leighton  Buzzard 

99 

97 

2 

14.1 

Luton  ... 

1,406 

1,342 

64 

16.4 

Sandy  ... 

43 

42 

1 

13.3 

Aggregate  of  Urban 

Districts  ... 

2,516 

2,397 

119 

15.0 

1 

Total 

Rural  Districts. 

Total 

Legiti- 

Illegiti- 

Birth 

Births. 

MATE. 

MATE. 

Rate. 

Ampthill 

259 

250 

9 

14.3 

Bedford 

330 

319 

11 

14.4 

Biggleswade  ... 

311 

302 

9 

12.7 

Luton 

262 

251 

11 

18.1 

Aggregate  of  Rural 

1,162 

1,122 

40 

14.5 

Districts  ... 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1936,  that  is 
to  say,  the  rate  per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  38.7. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  1936 
was  0.60  ; that  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.61  per  thousand. 

Particulars  of  still  births  registered  in  the  County  during  the 
last  five  years,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males . 

Females. 

Urban  ^ 

Districts 

Rural 

Districts  ' 

Whole  j 

County 

fl932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 
"1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

36 
42 
45 

37 
63 
29 
20 
22 
20 
18 
65 
62 
67 
57 
81 

39 

34 

38 

50 

48 

9 

20 

11 

21 

19 

48 
54 

49 
71 
67 

36 

42 

43 
34 
62 
27 
18 
21 
19 
18 

63 
60 

64 
53 
80 

36 
33 

37 

47 

48 
7 

19 

11 

21 

19 

43 

52 

48 

68 

67 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 
1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

DEATHS. 

The  crude  Death-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1936  was 
11.4  per  thousand  ; that  for  England  and  Wales  being  12.1  per 
thousand. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  death-rate  for  Bedfordshire  is 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  County,  after 
adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transfers,  during  1936,  was 
2,819,  compared  with  2,608  in  1935. 

The  death-rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  Bedfordshire 
and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  thereof,  and  for  England  and 
Wales,  were  as  follows  : — 


Localities. 

General  Death 

Rate. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

Urban  Districts 

11.2 

11.6 

11.5 

10.9 

11.1 

Rural  Districts 

12.9 

11.5 

12.0 

1 1 .5 

12.0 

Whole  County  . . . 

11.8 

11.6 

11.7 

11.1 

11.4 

England  & Wales 

12.0 

12.3 

11 .8 

11.7 

12.1 
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The  recorded  crude  Death  Rates  for  the  Sanitary  Districts  in 


Bedfordshire  for  1935  and  1936  are  given  below  : — 


Urban  Sanitary 
Districts. 

Death  Rate. 

Rural  Sanitary 
Districts. 

Death  Rate. 

1935. 

1936. 

1935. 

1936. 

Ampthill 

n.s 

14.6 

Ampthill  ... 

13.8 

14.5 

Bedford 

11-0 

12.3 

Bedford 

11.3 

12.0 

Biggleswade 

10.2 

15.3 

Biggleswade 

9.8 

10.1 

Dunstable  ... 

11.9 

11.0 

Luton 

11.6 

11.8 

Kempston  ... 

11.8 

9.6 

Leighton  Buzzard... 

11.0 

15.5 

Luton 

10.0 

9.9 

Sandy 

12.7 

8.0 

ADJUSTED  DEATH  RATES. 

In  order  to  obtain  a more  accurate  index  of  the  mortality  of  a 
district,  and  to  arrive  at  a true  basis  on  which  to  compare  the 
mortality  rates  of  one  district  with  those  of  another,  allowance 
must  be  made  for  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  its  population. 
In  this  connection  the  Registrar-General  has  supplied  compara- 
bility factors  for  each  separate  district  and  the  County  as  a whole. 
The  application  of  these  adjusting  factors  gives  the  corrected  death 
rates  for  the  County  and  for  the  separate  sanitary  districts  thereof, 
which  are  as  follows  : — 


Whole  County  

10.4 

Urban  Districts  : — 

Ampthill 

10.1 

Bedford 

10.8 

Biggleswade  

12.8 

Dunstable  

10.3 

Kempston  

9.1 

Leighton  Buzzard  ... 

13.2 

Luton 

10.5 

Sandy  

6.6 

Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts  ... 

10.6 

Rural  Districts  : — 

Ampthill  

11.3 

Bedford  

9.5 

Biggleswade  

8.8 

Luton  

10.6 

Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts  ... 

10.0 

From  an  examination  of  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  when 
the  various  circumstances  have  been  taken  into  account  the 
corrected  death  rate  for  the  County  of  Bedford  is  10.4  as  compared 
with  the  crude  death  rate  of  11.4.  ^ 


Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  1936. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Administrative  Areas  of 
The  County  of  Bedford,  1936. 


Administhative  Areas 

Totals 

Causes  of  Death 

[S 

Ph 

S 

« 

p 

3 

U 

D 

V 

q 

0) 

c3 

o; 

'Ho 

to 

pq 

to 

o 

u 

o 

pq 

o 

a 

yp 

!-l 

P 

d 

o 

u 

o3 

N 

83 

S 

« d 

h 

d 

o 

d 

q 

a 

1936 

1936  j 

\ 

Urban 

Rural 

Borougt 

Rural 

Urban 

Sh 

3 

pq 

CO 

G 

CO 

a 

a 

W 

'^-2 
^ o 

to. 

G 

to 

a 

o 

u 

o 

pq 

Rural 

a 

ci 

rfl 

P 

P 

j/T 

p 

<A 

phoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

! 

asles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Pirlet  Fever  ... 

— 

1 



— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

!Mooping  Cough 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

2 

fiphtheria 

— 

1 

11 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

39 

1 

— 

53 

5 

Tuenza 



4 

12 

5 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

16 

6 

— 

36 

18 

j[  cephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

rebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

berculosis  of  Resp.  System... 

— 

11 

34 

11 

2 

4 

5 

5 

3 

63 

7 

— 

112 

33 

her  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 

— 

11 

4 

philis  ... 

tneral  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 



— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

[Tabes  Dorsalis 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

ncer,  Malignant  Disease 

4 

51 

81 

43 

20 

41 

21 

8 

15 

117 

29 

3 

269 

164 

abetes 

— 

6 

10 

4 

— 

4 

o 

1 

— 

14 

2 



27 

16 

rebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

1 

22 

21 

21 

8 

13 

6 

6 

12 

41 

14 

2 

97 

70 

art  Disease  ... 

10 

61 

107 

58 

16 

60 

26 

13 

34 

195 

36 

5 

406 

215 

reurysm 

— 

2 

1 



— 



— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



2 

2 

her  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

12 

51 

23 

6 

12 

4 

' 5 

4 

21 

5 

6 

98 

52 

Dnchitis 

4 

7 

20 

13 

4 

7 

6 

1 

7 

28 

8 



70 

35 

eumonia  (all  forms)... 

— 

8 

20 

10 

2 

12 

9 

5 

5 

38 

6 

1 

80 

36 

her  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

6 

3 



15 

5 

ptic  Ulcer  

1 

5 

5 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

11 

1 



22 

9 

arrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 



3 





5 

pendicitis 

1 

4 

6 

1 

— 

2 

1 



5 

- 



13 

7 

Thosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

4 

1 



1 

1 





3 

8 

o 

her  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc.  ... 

1 

2 

2 



1 





1 

4 

1 

3 

9 

3 

her  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

6 

10 

7 

2 

2 

4 



7 

23 

47 

18 

ute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . . . 

— 

14 

21 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

5 

17 

3 

3 

51 

25 

erperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

aer  Puerperal  Causes 
agenital  Debility,  Premature 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

8 

4 

Birth,  Malformations,  etc.... 

1 

10 

21 

11 

3 

12 

2 



4 

33 

11 

3 

67 

44 

lility ^ .... 

1 

9 

10 

19 

9 

21 

14 

— 

2 

50 

14 



86 

63 

cide  ... 

1 

— ^ 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 



2 

14 

1 

28 

6 

ler  Violence  ... 

2 

3 

21 

3 

4 

16 

4 

1 

1 

32 

7 

2 

67 

29 

ler  Defined  Diseases. . . 

4 

10 

46 

27 

7 

24 

17 

6 

3 

60 

9 

1 

144 

70 

ises  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

1 

5 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

6 

Totals  : All  Causes  ... 

34 

262 

550 

276 

90 

248  i 

141 

60 

109 

852 

171 

26 

1862 

957 
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A comparative  statement  showing  the  chief  causes  of  death  in 
1935  and  1936  is  set  out  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

1935 

19.30 

Heart  disease 

570 

021 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

384 

433 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

• • • 

103 

107 

Arterio-sclerosis  and  other  circulatory  diseases 

180 

154 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

• • • 

140 

145 

Pneumonia... 

• • • 

97 

110 

Bronchitis  ... 

84 

105 

Inflll0IlZ3,  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

54 

54 

Total 

... 

1 .078 

1,795 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  above-named  causes  of  death  were 
responsible  for  considerably  more  than  half  the  deaths  occurring 
in  the  County  during  1936. 

The  following  table  showing  the  percentage  of  deaths  of  persons 
over  65  years  of  age  to  total  deaths  is  evidence  of  the  fact  that  a 
high  proportion  of  the  population  survives  to  a good  age. 


Localities. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1930 

Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts 
The  County 

50.0 
59.2 

53.0 

51.7 

59.0 

54.2 

50.2 

58.1 

52.9 

50.1 

64.5 

54.9 

50.2 

59.9 

53.5 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  calculated  as  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  to  every  1 ,000  live  births  and  forms  the  record 
known  as  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality. 


The  death-rates  per  thousand  of  the  live  births  for  Bedford- 
shire, the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  thereof,  and  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  last  five  years  are  given  below  : — 


Localities. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1930 

Urban  Districts 

53.3 

45.3 

47.5 

44.9 

40.5 

Rural  Districts 

48.8 

43.3 

39.0 

30.8 

45.0 

Whole  County 

51.6 

44.5 

44.8 

42.4 

42.1 

England  & Wales 

65.0 

64.0 

59.0 

57.0 

59.0 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  satisfactory  low  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  is  being  maintained  and  bears  favourable  comparison 
with  that  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

Four  of  the  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children.  These 
furnished  a rate  of  infantile  mortalit}^  of  25.1  per  thousand 
illegitimate  live  births  as  compared  with  91.5  in  1935. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  amounted  to  5.5 
per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages,  as  in  the 
preceding  year. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  maternal  deaths 
was  17  as  compared  with  16  in  the  previous  year,  which,  having 
regard  to  the  increased  number  of  births,  shows  very  little  variation 
in  the  death  rate.  There  is,  however,  a marked  change  in  the 
proportion  of  deaths  due  to  puerperal  sepsis  and  to  other  causes, 
5 deaths  having  occurred  from  puerperal  sepsis  as  compared  with 
9 in  the  previous  year  ; whilst  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  other 
causes  connected  with  pregnancy,  increased  from  7 to  12,  amongst 
the  latter  number  being  deaths  from  diseases  not  attributable 
to  pregnancy,  e.g.  cardiac  disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  maternal  death  rate  for  the 
County  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  last 
four  years. 


Year, 

Live 

Births 

Regis- 

tered. 

No.  of 
Maternal 
Deaths, 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 
registered . 

Puerperal 

Sepsis. 

Other 

Puerperal 

Causes. 

Total 

Puerperal 

Mortality, 

Bedfordshire 
England  & Wales 

ri933 

1934 

1935 
J936 
H933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

2,988 

3,280 

3,421 

3,678 

580,413 

597,642 

598,756 

805,292 

12 

18 

16 

17 

2,618 

2,748 

2,457 

2,301 

0.67 

3.35 
2.63 

1 .36 
1.79 
2.03 
1.68 
1.40 

3.35 

2.13 

2.05 

3.26 

2.63 

2.57 

2.42 

2.41 

4.02 

5.48 

4.68 

4.60 

4.42 

4.60 

4.10 

3.81 

In  considering  the  reduction  in  the  deaths  from  puerperal 
sepsis,  not  only  in  Bedfordshire,  but  in  England  and  Wales  as 
a whole,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  use  of  prontosil,  which, 
after  an  extensive  trial  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Hospital,  London, 
is  now  widely  used  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  The  results 
obtained  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital  were  very  striking.  Out 
of  64  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  treated  with  prontosil  there  were 
only  3 deaths  representing  a mortality  of  3.5  per  cent,  whilst 

B 
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the  average  mortality  during  the  past  five  years  from  puerperal 
sepsis  was  22  per  cent. 

The  Departmental  Committee  on  Maternal  Mortality  issued 
reports  in  1930,  1932  and  1937  indicating  that  some  of  the  deaths 
in  childbirth  are  preventable. 

A high  maternal  mortality  rate  is  by  no  means  universal  through- 
out the  Country.  Nevertheless,  this  variation  does  not  seem  to  be 
related  to  wealth  or  to  poverty,  since  in  some  areas  having  a 
relatively  low  standard  of  living,  the  rate  is  considerably  lower 
than  in  others  where  in  comparison  there  is  little  poverty. 

Ante-natal  care  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  experience  having 
shown  that  advice  and  supervision  during  this  period  result  in 
the  majority  of  mothers  having  a normal  pregnancy,  and  in  those 
cases  where  an  abnormality  is  found,  prompt  medical  attention 
is  as  a rule  successful.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  fact 
that  childbirth  is  a normal  process  of  nature,  and,  as  such,  should 
not  be  viewed  with  fear.  Care  and  attention  are , however , required 
for  the  well-being  of  both  mother  and  child. 

The  provision  contained  in  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  to  ensure 
that  the  services  of  a trained  midwife  are  available  for  all  con- 
finements is  most  valuable.  The  County  Council  is  arranging 
with  the  Bedfordshire  County  Nursing  Association  to  extend  its 
midwifery  service  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
County  with  the  exception  of  Sandy,  Evert  on  and  Hyde.  The 
Sandy  Nursing  Association  provides  the  requisite  midwifery 
service  in  that  area,  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion serves  the  parish  of  Everton,  and  the  Harpenden  Memorial 
Nursing  Centre  serves  the  parish  of  Hyde. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  Bedford  County  Hospital 
for  the  reception  in  its  Maternity  Wards  of  difficult  and  complicated 
midwifery  cases.  During  the  past  year,  68  cases  were  treated  in 
these  Wards  under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  Luton  Borough 
Council  for  the  reception  of  “ County  ” cases  in  the  Luton 
Borough  Maternity  Hospital , which  was  opened  on  the  8th  October, 
1936.  This  hospital,  which  is  erected  on  a site  of  4^  acres  situated 
midway  between  Luton  and  Dunstable,  has  accommodation  for 
24  patients.  During  1936,  5 cases  were  treated  in  this  hospital 
under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme. 

Under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Acts  Committee,  the  services  of  Mr.  John  Ellison,  F.R.C.S. 
are  available  for  any  Doctor  in  the  Council’s  area  who  finds  it 
necessary  to  call  in  a Consultant  in  connection  with  midwifery. 
This  provision  is  much  appreciated  by  the  Medical  Practitioners 
throughout  the  County. 
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As  stated  last  year,  the  provision  for  the  adequate  isolation 
and  separate  nursing  of  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  is  not  as  complete 
as  one  would  desire.  In  this  respect  provision  has  been  made  in 
the  plans  for  the  extension  and  improvement  of  accommodation 
at  the  Public  Assistance  Hospitals  at  Bedford,  Luton  and 
Biggleswade. 


HEART  DISEASE. 

There  were  621  deaths  from  heart  disease  as  compared  with  570 
in  the  previous  year.  It  is  the  chief  cause  of  death  in  Bedfordshire , 
as  elsewhere.  87.8  per  cent  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over 
the  age  of  55. 

The  following  are  the  death  rates -from  heart  disease  for  1936 
in  Bedfordshire  : — 

Urban  Districts  2.42  per  thousand  of  population 
Rural  Districts  2.69  ,,  ,, 

Whole  County  2.51  ,,  ,, 

The  real  origin  of  many  of  these  deaths,  and  of  an  appreciable 
amount  of  invalidity  through  life,  is  rheumatism  in  childhood, 
which  damages  the  heart.  This  important  fact  is  becoming  more 
generally  realised  and  measures  both  for  prevention  and  treatment 
are  in  operation  throughout  the  Country.  Exposure,  inadequate 
sustenance,  inadequate  clothing,  particularly  in  the  matter  of 
footwear,  and  ill-ventilated  and  damp  living  and  sleeping  rooms , 
are  all  factors  which  may  predispose  to  this  disease  in  childhood. 

It  is  impossible  to  over-emphasize  the  importance  of  early  and 
efficient  treatment  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  rheumatic 
affections. 


CANCER 

It  is  with  regret  that  I have  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  persons  dying  from  cancer  in  the  County , as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

433  deaths  were  certified  in  1936  as  due  to  cancer  as  against 
384  in  1935. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Ampthill, 
Kempston  and  Sandy,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bedford  and 
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Biggleswade,  in  which  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
are  smaller  than  in  the  previous  year,  increases  are  recorded. 

The  Cancer  death  rate  for  the  County  is  1.75  per  thousand  of 
the  population  ; that  for  England  and  Wales  being  1.62. 

It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  actual  number  of  deaths  due 
to  cancer  has  always  exceeded  the  number  certified  as  such. 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ability  to  diagnose  cancer 
is  steadily  improving,  as  a result  of  increasing  knowledge  of  this 
disease,  part  of  the  increase  in  cancer  as  shewn  by  the  figures 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  is  apparent  rather  than  real. 

Until  such  time  as  the  cause  or  causes  of  cancer  are  known  no 
considerable  reduction  in  the  death  rate  can  be  anticipated.  The 
importance  of  patients  suffering  from,  or  who  fear  they  may  be 
suffering  from  cancer  seeking  medical  advice  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment , when  there  is  a chance  of  cure , cannot  be  over-emphasised. 
It  is  still  the  common  experience  of  surgeons  that  patients,  suffering 
from  Cancer  in  a part  of  the  body  where  this  growth  can  be  easily 
removed,  present  themselves  for  the  first  time  so  late  that  there  is 
no  possibility  of  cure. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer  are  available 
at  the  following  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  Bedfordshire,  viz.  at 
Bedford,  the  County  Hospital,  and  at  Luton,  the  Bute  Hospital. 
Patients  are  also  treated  at  the  Council’s  Public  Assistance 
Institutions,  surgical  treatment  being  available  at  St  Peter’s 
Hospital,  Bedford,  where  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  is  Mr. 
H.  Dean  Pollard,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

There  is  no  national  or  regional  radium  centre  in  Bedfordshire, 
cases  coming  under  the  purview  of  the  Council  requiring  such 
form  of  treatment  are  transferred  by  arrangement  to  a Hospital 
having  this  provision.  In  addition  any  case  in  which  it  is 
considered  that  treatment  in  a special  Hospital  is  indicated,  the 
necessary  arrangements  are  made. 

Publicity  on  the  cancer  problem  is  given  in  the  activities  of 
the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign,  a Branch  of  which  has  been 
in  existence  in  Bedfordshire  for  the  past  eleven  years. 

This  Branch  arranges  for  lectures  to  be  given  on  the  subject 
of  cancer  by  medical  men  to  Meetings  of  Religious  Bodies, 
Women’s  Institutes,  etc. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  mean  figures  for  the  last  four 
quinquennial  periods  and  also  the  figures  for  1938  : — 


Districts. 

Mean  of 
5 Years 
1917-1921 

Mean  of 
5 Years 
1922-1926 

Mean  of 
5 Years 
1927-1931 

Mean  of 
5 Years 
1932-1936 

1936 

Urban  : — 

Ampthill 

5 

4 

5 

6 

4 

Bedford 

52 

54 

67 

77 

81 

Biggleswade 

8 

11 

9 

12 

20 

Dunstable  . . . 

14 

14 

17 

20 

21 

Kempston  . . . 
Leighton 

6 

4 

10 

9 

8 

Buzzard  . . . 

9 

9 

12 

14 

15 

Luton 

52 

71 

87 

106 

117 

Sandy 

(Included  in  Biggleswade 
Rural  prior  to  1927^ 

7 

6 

3 

Totals 

146 

167 

214 

250 

269 

Rural  : — 

Ampthill 

30 

35 

36 

37 

51 

Bedford 

26 

34 

37 

43 

43 

Biggleswade 

33 

41 

38 

38 

41 

Eaton  Bray 

7 

4 

5 

♦ 

♦ 

Eaton  Socon 

7 

5 

5 

t 

t 

Luton 

13 

14 

11 

22 

29 

Totals 

116 

133 

132 

140 

164 

Grand  Totals 

262 

1 

300 

346 

390 

433 

* Included  in  Luton  R.D.  | Included  in  Bedford  R.D. 


The  Cancer  death-rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  the 
whole  County  and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  thereof,  and  for 
England  and  Wales,  were  as  follows  : — 


Rate. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934 

1935. 

1936. 

Urban  Districts 

1 .62 

1-84 

1.54 

1.54 

1.60 

Rural  Districts 

1.80 

1.75 

1.53 

1.83 

2.05 

Whole  County 

1.68 

1.81 

1.53 

1.64 

1.75 

England  and  Wales  ... 

1.51 

1-52 

1.56 

1.59 

1.62 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the  year  1936, 
under  Article  14  (2)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 


Administrative  Areas 

Ampthill 

T3 

kc 

o 

0^ 

w 

Biggleswade 

a 

cS 

JQ 

bi 

a 

e9 

Xi 

u 

P 

t3 

ki 

c« 

« 

K 

a 

a 

S 

a 

-5 

§ 

a 

o 

a 

Urban 

Kural 

Borougl] 

Kural 

Urban 

Rural 

/ 

OQ 

d 

Q 

CA 

a 

a 

I ^ 

ss 

‘S 

Borough 

Rural 

P 

T3 

a 

eS 

H 

O 

H 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

20 

169 

127 

37 

36 

1 

25 

10 

85 

16 

5 

538 

Diphtheria  including  Mem- 

branous  Croup  ... 

2 

21 

199 

24 

— 

20 

36 

10 

43 

400 

39 

1 

795 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid 

and  Paratyphoid ) 

— 

2 

7 

3 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Pneumonia 

1 

14 

80 

27 

1 

36 

6 

2 

10 

31 

1 

— 

209 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis 

1 

1 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery. . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . . . 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

12 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

- — 

4 

12 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

25 

1 

1 

52 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

14 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

3 

12 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

— 

30 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Jaundice  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

65 

491 

189 

40 

105 

51 

39 

71 

560 

58 

7 

1680 

When  this  table  is  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year 
it  will  be  seen  that  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diptheria  were  more  prevalent 
in  1936  than  in  1935. 
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INFLUENZA. 

Fifty-four  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza  during  1936, 
the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  County  death-rate  from  influenza  was  0.22  per  thousand  ; 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.14  per  thousand. 


SMALL  POX. 


The  County  was  entirely  free  from  Smallpox  during  the 
1936. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


year 


795  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  the  County  during  1936 
as  against  556  in  1935,  the  disease  being  most  prevalent  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  There  were  58  deaths  as  compared 
with  31  in  the  previous  year.  Thirty-nine  occurred  in  the  Borough 
of  Luton  and  eleven  in  the  Borough  of  Bedford.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  Table  on  page  14 , with  four  exceptions  all  the  deaths  were 
of  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  and  75%  of  the  deaths  were 
children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15. 

Statistics  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  also  in  Bedfordshire,  for  the  last  10  years  are  set  out  below. 


England  and  Wales. 


Year 

No.  of 
deaths  from 
Diphtheria 

Diphtheria 
death  rate 
per  1 ,000  Pop. 

No.  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria 
notified 

Attack  rate 
per  1 ,000 
Population 

1927 

2732 

0.07 

52,011 

1.33 

1928 

3191 

0.08 

61,134 

1.55 

1929 

3446 

0.09 

62,774 

1.59 

1930 

3497 

0.09 

73,953 

1.84 

1931 

2673 

0.07 

50,236 

1.26 

1932 

2339 

0.06 

43,399 

1.08 

1933 

2646 

0.07 

47,435 

1.18 

1934 

4085 

0.10 

68,759 

1.70 

1935 

3488 

0.09 

65,084 

1.60 

1936 

3081 

0.07 

57,795 

1.42 

Bedfordshire. 


No.  of 

D iphtheria 

No.  of  cases 

Attack  rate 

Year 

deaths  from 

death  rate 

of  Diphtheria 

per  1 ,000 

Diphtheria 

per  1 ,000  Pop. 

notified 

Population 

1927 

20 

0.09 

331 

1.55 

1928 

21 

0.10 

447 

2.11 

1929 

11 

0.05 

209 

0.98 

1930 

14 

0.06 

349 

1.58 

1931 

9 

0.04 

147 

0.67 

1932 

2 

0.01 

62 

0.28 

1933 

8 

0.03 

157 

0.70 

1934 

48 

0.21 

577 

2.52 

1935 

31 

0.13 

556 

2.37 

1936 

58 

0.23 

795 

3.21 
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The  following  table  compares  the  Diphtheria  death  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  for  the  whole  County  during  the  last 
live  years  with  the  death  rates  from  this  disease  for  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  thereof  : — 


Year 

Diphtheria  death  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

Whole  County 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts 

1932 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

1933 

0.03 

0.05 

0.00 

1934 

0.21 

0.25 

0.13 

1935 

0.13 

0.17 

0.05 

1936 

0.23 

0.31 

0.06 

The  attack  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  each  of  the 
Districts  in  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1936  is  given  below  : — 


Leighton  BuzzarcJ  Urban  District  ...  ...  6.12 

Luton  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  4.67 

Bedford  LTban  District  ...  ...  ...  4.46 

Dunstable  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  2.81 

Luton  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  2.69 

Kempston  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  1.60 

Ampthill  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  1.16 

Bedford  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  1.05 

Ampthill  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  0.86 

Biggleswade  Rural  District  ...  ...  0.82 

Sandy  Urban  District  0.31 


Biggleswade  Urban  District — No  cases  during  1936 


The  attack  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  1936  was  1.39  and  for  Bedfordshire  3.21. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  have  been  increases  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurring  in  each  sanitary  area, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Ampthill  and  Biggleswade  Urban 
Districts.  As  is  to  be  expected,  the  greatest  increases  have  been 
in  the  large  Urban  Districts. 

The  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  four  Rural  Districts, 
having  a population  of  79,910,  was  104,  and  in  the  Urban  Districts, 
having  a population  of  167,760,  was  691. 

The  town  of  Bedford  has,  during  the  year,  had  199  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  being  a large  increase  as  compared  with  the  figures 
for  recent  years,  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Year  No.  of  Cases 

1931  1 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


4 

3 

7 

43 


In  reviewing  these  figures  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Borough  of  Bedford  was  extended  on  the  1st  April,  19IT4. 
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In  the  Borough  of  Luton,  400  cases  occurred  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  283  in  1935,  and  415  in  1934. 

The  smaller  Urban  Areas  of  Dunstable  and  Leighton  Buzzard 
both  show  decreases  in  the  number  of  cases. 


Immunization  against  Diphtheria. 

The  protection  which  can  be  afforded  to  the  population  against 
the  contraction  of  Diphtheria  by  the  production  of  artificial 
immunity  against  this  disease,  has  been  amply  demonstrated  by 
work  carried  out  in  a large  number  of  places  both  in  England  and 
abroad . 

In  the  Boroughs  of  Bedford,  Luton  and  Dunstable,  schemes  are 
in  operation  whereby  the  necessary  treatment  is  provided  at  their 
Public  Health  Departments,  free  of  charge.  In  Luton , the  number 
so  treated  during  the  year  was  694 , in  Bedford  711,  and  in  Dunstable 
196. 

The  following  other  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County 
have  undertaken  to  supply  to  medical  practitioners  in  their  area, 
free  of  charge , the  necessary  material  for  carrying  out  the  treatment : 

Ampthill  Rural  District  Council. 

Bedford  Rural  District  Council. 

Kempston  Urban  District  Council. 

Luton  Rural  District  Council. 

Sandy  Urban  District  Council. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  remaining  Local  Authorities  will 
introduce  schemes  in  the  near  future. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Acts  Committee  of  the  Council 
offer  free  immunization  against  Diphtheria  to  children  in  atten- 
dance at  the  Council’s  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  The  response  up 
to  the  present  has  not  been  large,  but  is  increasing. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  for  the  immunization  of  the  inmates  of  their  Children ’s 
Homes,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  parents.  I have  to  report 
that  in  no  case  has  this  consent  been  withheld. 

Publicity  has  been  given  by  the  Authorities  concerned  by  the 
exhibition  of  posters,  and  the  distribution  of  suitable  leaflets  in 
their  respective  areas. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

538  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  the  County  during 
1936,  as  compared  with  466  in  the  previous  year.  The  greatest 
number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  months  of  February  and  October. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  this  disease. 


Districts. 

Death  Rate. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Urban  Districts 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

Rural  Districts 

0.02 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.02 

The  County  . . . 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1936  was  0.01 , the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

(including  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid). 

There  were  22  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  during  1936.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  this  condition. 


Districts. 

Death  Rate. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Urban  Districts 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Rural  Districts 

0.02 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

The  County  ... 

0.02 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1936  was  0.01. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  period  under 
review  was  unusually  large.  Seven  cases  occurred  in  the  Borough 
of  Bedford,  the  probable  cause  of  infection  being  attributed  to 
contamination  of  the  water  supply.  Dr.  G.  K.  Bowes,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Bedford  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ In  order  to  determine  the  origin  of  the  cases  exhaustive 
enquiries  were  made  as  to  any  possible  common  source  of  origin 
in  food,  but  since  no  common  source  could  be  found  and  since  the 
patients  were  scattered  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  had  no 
common  factors  in  age,  sex  or  social  condition,  it  seemed  a 
matter  of  practical  certainty  that  the  disease  must  have  been 
spread  by  water.  As  it  leaves  the  works  the  water  always 
reaches  the  highest  standard,  but  it  appeared  probable  that  on 
account  of  an  unlikely  combination  of  circumstances  some 
infection  must  have  entered  the  water  through  one  of  the  ball 
hydrants.  Steps  which  were  already  being  taken  by  the  Water- 
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works  Committee  have  now  been  accelerated  for  replacing  these 
ball  hydrants  by  valve  hydrants.  In  investigating  the  outbreak 
your  Medical  Officer  had  a consultation  in  London  with  the  late 
Dr.  Vernon  Shaw  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  also  paid  a visit 
to  Bedford. 

All  the  patients  recovered  well.” 

Five  cases  occurred  in  the  Biggleswade  Rural  Area.  In  one 
instance  the  patient  worked  in  Bedford,  and  in  the  four  remaining 
cases,  the  patients  were  inmates  of  the  Three  Counties  Hospital. 
Dr.  H . W.  Grattan , Medical  Officer  of  Health , reports  as  follows  : — 
” During  the  months  of  April  and  May  1936,  four  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  were  notified,  all  of  them  occurring  within  the 
Three  Counties  Hospital  at  Arlesey,  but  I am  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  owing  to  the  prompt  and  effective  measures 
adopted  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  that  institution  and 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  the  valuable 
assistance  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the  epidemic  was 
confined  to  the  institution  and  no  cases  occurred  among  the 
civilian  population  in  the  district  surrounding.” 

Five  cases  were  notified  at  Leighton  Buzzard.  Four  of  these 
cases  were  infected  whilst  on  holiday. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  in  the  County 
in  1936.  The  death-rate,  expressed  as  a rate  per  1,000  registered 
live  births,  was  1.36,  as  compared  with  2.63  in  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1936  was  1 .40  as  compared 
with  1.68  in  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  30  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  and 
14  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  as  against  35  and  15  respectively  in  1935. 


MEASLES. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  County  during  1936.  As  this 
disease  is  not  notifiable  in  this  County,  the  number  of  cases 
occurring  is  unknown,  but  the  returns  furnished  in  connection 
with  the  School  Medical  Service  have  given  information  as  to 
the  localities  in  which  measles  has  been  prevalent  amongst  the 
children  attending  the  elementary  schools. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  Measles  in  the  County  during  1936 
as  compared  with  3 in  1935  ; representing  a death-rate  for  the 
County  of  0.02. 
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Districts. 

Death  Rate. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1933 

1936 

Urban  Districts 

0.07 

0.04 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Rural  Districts 

0.06 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.02 

The  County 

0.07 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

0.02 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1936  was  0.07  as 
compared  with  0.03  in  the  previous  year. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Twelve  cases  of  this  disease,  which,  through  neglect  of  treat- 
ment, is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  blindness,  were  notified  during 
the  year — as  compared  with  16  during  the  preceding  year.  All 
the  infants  received  prompt  treatment  and  made  a complete 
recovery.  Hospital  treatment  was  necessary  in  several  cases. 


GEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1936,  two  of 
which  died. 


ACUTE  POLIO -ENCEPHALITIS. 

One  case  of  acute  Polio-encephalitis  was  notified  in  the  County 
in  1936.  One  death  occurred. 


ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGIC  A. 

One  death  from  this  disease  occurred  in  the  County  in  1936. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Eight  deaths  occurred  from  whooping  cough  during  1936 
representing  a death-rate  for  the  County  of  0.03. 


Districts. 

Death  Rate. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Urban  Districts 

0.06 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.03 

Rural  Districts 

0.03 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

The  County  ... 

0.05 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.03 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1936  was  0.05. 
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DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

I licre  wore  tive  deaths  from  these  causes  among  children 
under  two  years  of  age.  The  death-rate  is  expressed  as  the  pro- 
portion which  the  deaths  under  two  years  of  age  from  this  disease 
ferm  to  a thousand  live  births.  For  the  County  the  rate  is  1.3, 
which  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  (5.9). 

The  protection  of  food  from  flies  and  dust  both  before  and  after 
delivery  to  the  consumer,  cleanliness  in  the  home  and  feeding 
utensils,  the  covering  and  frequent  removal  of  household  rubbish, 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  in  preventing  these  diseases.  These 
precautions  are  particularly  necessary  in  hot  dry  weather. 

The  delivery  of  milk  in  bottles,  and  the  increasing  custom  of 
delivering  food  stuffs  wrapped  in  some  protective  covering,  is 
much  to  be  commended. 

It  may  be  well  to  remind  consumers  that  care  is  necessary  to 
protect  the  milk  from  contamination  after  its  delivery. 

Immediately  the  bottles  have  been  emptied  they  should  be  well 
rinsed  and  under  no  circumstances  used  for  other  purposes. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  160  deaths  registered  from  this  cause  in  Bedfordshire 
in  1936,  being  5.7  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  total  of  162  and  6.2 
per  cent  respectively. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  per  thousand  population  for  the  County  and  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  : — 


Death  Rate  from 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

per  1000  population. 

Districts. 

— 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Urban  Districts 

0.69 

0.69 

0.57 

0.67 

0.67 

Rural  Districts 

0.46 

0.39 

0.41 

0.45 

0.41 

Whole  County 

0.61 

0.58 

0.52 

0.60 

0.58 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  the  death-rate  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  the  County  for  1936  was  0.58,  the  same 
as  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
death-rate  for  the  County  for  1936  was  0.06  as  compared  with  0.09 
in  the  previous  year  ; that  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.10. 
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The  County  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  per  thousand 
of  the  population  was  0.65,  that  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts 
being  0.73,  and  that  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  being  0.46. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below  the  greatest  number 
of  deaths  occurred  in  males  between  the  ages  of  20  and  55  and  in 
females  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45. 

The  following  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified , in  accordance 
with  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  during 
1936.:— 


Pulmonary 

Males 

127 

Females 

90 

217 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

21 

Females 

29 

50 

267 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
was  twenty-three  in  excess  of  the  number  notified  during  the 
previous  year , whilst  the  non-pulmonary  cases  showed  an  increase 
of  seven. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  periods  of  the  new  cases  and 
all  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  County  during  1936  : — 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

PULMONARY 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

PULMONARY 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 & under  5 years 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5., 

..  10  .. 

6 

3 

5 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

10., 

15  ,. 

9 

5 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15., 

..  20  .. 

15 

13 

2 

4 

4 

4 

— 

1 

20., 

,,  25  ,. 

22 

25 

4 

1 

14 

11 

— 

— 

25,. 

35  ,, 

28 

22 

2 

3 

17 

16 

1 

1 

35,. 

..  45  .. 

22 

14 

2 

4 

21 

16 

— 

— 

45.. 

..  55  ,, 

16 

5 

— 

— 

16 

7 

2 

— 

55.. 

65  .. 

7 

3 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

2 

— 

Totals 

127 

90 

21 

29 

84 

61 

7 

8 

50  other  cases  (26  males  and  24  females)  came  to  the  notice  of 
your  Medical  Officer  other  than  by  notification  as  required  by  the 
Regulations,  e.g.,  Death  Returns,  Inward  Transfers,  etc. 
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The  importance  in  the  interest  of  all  concerned,  of  an  early 
diagnosis  and  notification  of  this  disease  cannot  be  oyer-emphasized. 
Where  a definite  diagnosis  of  a suspected  case  is  in  doubt  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  appointed  under  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  are  available  for  consultation,  and  full  facilities  are 
provided  for  assistance  in  diagnosis. 

If  in  any  particular  case,  the  practitioner  considers  that  the 
circumstances  are  such  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  or  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  the  patient  for  the  home  to  be  visited  by  an 
official  Medical  Officer,  any  such  visits  would  be  dispensed  with 
by  arrangement  with  the  Officer  concerned.  ; 

77.5  per  cent,  of  the  new  cases  notified  under  the  Regulations 
were  examined  by  the  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Officers,  compared 
with  67.6  per  cent,  in  1935. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  of  Notifications 
on  December  31st,  1936,  was  1,671  pulmonary  (834  males  and 
837  females)  and  656  non-pulmonary  (324  males  and  332  females) 
making  a total  of  2,324. 

The  total  number  on  the  Register  on  the  last  day  of  the  previous 
year  was  2,279. 

These  figures  show  that  approximately  10  per  1,000  of  the 
population  of  Bedfordshire  were  known  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  last  year. 

During  the  year  58  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  as 
“ Recovered  from  the  disease.” 

Dispensaries. 

For  Dispensary  purposes,  the  County  is  divided  into  three  areas, 
namely,  Bedford,  Luton  and  Biggleswade. 

The  Dispensaries  are  open  on  the  following  days  in  each  week 
and  between  the  times  stated  : — 


Dispensary  at 

Day 

Time 

Dents  Road,  Bedford 

St.  Andrew’s  Rooms,  Biggleswade 

17,  Church  Street,  Luton 

Thursday 
Wednesday 
Tuesday  (Children) 
,,  (Men) 

Thursday  (Women) 

10.30— 12.30 
11—1 
12—1 

2—5 

2.30— 5 

The  Dispensaries  continue  to  be  well  attended , both  by  patients 
in  need  of  supervision  and  others  seeking  advice  as  to  their  health. 
The  number  of  old  patients  visiting  the  Dispensaries  for  period- 
ical examination  is  highly  satisfactory,  thus  greatly  helping  in 
the  keeping  of  an  accurate  Register  of  Patients,  since  all  cases 
are  reviewed  each  year  as  to  progress,  htness  for  work,  etc. 
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On  January  1st , 1936,  the  total  number  of  names  on  the  Registers 
of  the  three  Dispensaries  was  1 ,07 1 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  added  : — 

“ Lost  sight  of  " cases  returned  ...  ...  ...  7 

From  other  Counties  19 


New  Cases  examined  and  found  to  be  : — 

Definitely  Tuberculous  

Doubtfully  tuberculous  

Non-tuberculous  


199 

1 

360 


Contacts  examined  and  found  to  be  : — 

Definitely  Tuberculous  9 

Non-tuberculous  114 


1,780 


Of  this  number  711  were  written  off  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Recovered 63 

Non-tuberculous 474 

Transferred  to  other  Counties  or  ‘ ‘ Lost  sight  of  ’ ' 60 

Dead  (all  causes)  114 


Number  remaining  on  31st  December,  1936  ...  1,069 


The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Registers  at  the  end  of 
1936  was  therefore  1 ,069,  classified  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Men  Women  Children  Men  Women  Children 

398  371  88  62  62  87 

together  with  one  ‘ ‘ doubtfully  tuberculous  ’ ’ case 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries  during  1936 
(including  contacts)  was  2,185,  and  2,506  visits  were  paid  to  the 
homes  of  patients  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  the  Council's 
Health  Visitors. 

All  cases  on  the  Dispensary  Register  are  visited  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Council 's  Health  Visitors,  and  visits  and  examinations 
are  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  as  and  when  required. 

During  the  year  593  consultations  took  place  with  medical 
practitioners,  17  of  which  were  at  the  homes  of  the  patients,  and 
in  addition  576  visits  were  paid  to  patients  at  their  homes  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers. 

751  specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  were  examined,  the  results  being 
as  follows  : — Positive  198,  Negative  553. 
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444  Domiciliary  Reports  on  Progress  (Form  G.P.  36)  were 
received  during  the  year  from  Panel  practitioners  with  regard  to 
insured  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  insured 
persons  under  domiciliary  treatment  on  31st  December,  1936,  was 
129. 

During  the  year  1936  ten  patients  suftering  from  lupus  and  other 
forms  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  attended  for  treatment  at 
the  Institute  of  Ray  Therapy  in  Luton.  A total  of  509  attendances 
were  made  by  these  patients  during  the  year. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Bedford  County  Hospital  and  the 
Bute  Hospital,  Luton,  X-Ray  examinations  in  connection  with 
the  CounciLs  Tuberculosis  Scheme,  are  made  at  these  Hospitals. 
During  1936,  270  such  examinations  were  made. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  have  made 
use  of  the  services  of  your  County  Medical  Officer  as  Tuberculosis 
Referee  for  the  Bedfordshire  area.  Cases  have  been  referred  to 
me  for  examination  and  report  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  ; 
and  the  local  Area  Officers  of  the  Ministry  have  received  reports 
from  me  as  to  the  condition,  progress,  etc.,  of  Pensioners  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis,  and  recommendations  as  to  the  form  of  treat- 
ment most  appropriate  in  each  case. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

As  in  past  years  extra  nourishment  has  been  granted  to  suitable 
cases,  all  applications  being  investigated  by  a special  Sub-- 
Committee  appointed  for  this  purpose.  56  patients  received 
grants  during  the  year,  the  periods  varying  according  to  circum- 
stances. Every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  the  milk  supplied  is 
of  an  approved  quality,  and  wherever  possible  “ Accredited  ” 
milk  is  given.  In  all  16,805  pints  of  milk  and  8,562  eggs  were  ' 
supplied  to  necessitous  tuberculous  patients  during  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1937,  at  a total  cost  of  £282  Is.  5d.-  as 
compared  with  £265  Os.  2d.  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 

Mogerhanger  Park  Sanatorium. 

Institutional  treatment  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosi.s 
and  suitable  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (glandular) 
is  provided  at  the  CounciLs  Sanatorium,  situated  at  Mogerhanger 
Park.  The  Sanatorium  has  accommodation  for  84  beds  ; 39 
male,  39  female,  and  6 children.  During  the  year  1936,  131  cases 
completed  treatment  at  the  Sanatorium.  One  other  case  was 
admitted  for  observation  and  subsequently  discharged  as  non- 
tuberculous.  In  93  cases  the  disease  was  either  quiescent  or  the 
condition  much  improved,  8 failed  to  improve,  and  30  died  in 
the  Institution.  One  valuable  means  of  lessening  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  is  by  removing  persons,,  seriously  affected  with  the 
disease  from  their  homes  to  the  Sanatorium  ; this  arrangement 
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results  in  increased  comfort  to  the  sufferer,  and  greater  security  to 
other  members  of  the  household.  Patients  in  all  stages  of  tuber- 
culosis are  admitted  to  appropriate  wards  at  the  Sanatorium. 

The  average  cost  of  treatment  per  patient  during  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1936,  was  £2  10s.  6d.  per  week.  The 
average  number  of  beds  occupied  during  this  period  was  60. 

The  County  Dentists  continue  to  visit  the  Sanatorium  to  attend 
those  patients  who  are  found  to  be  in  need  of  dental  treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  condition  at  the  end  of  1936  of  all 
patients  who  have  received  treatment  at  the  Mogerhanger  Park 
Sanatorium  since  it  was  opened  on  the  18th  November,  1921  : — 


1 

Classification 

ON  Admission 

w 

Condition  as  at 
31st  December,  1936. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Non- 

td 

(A 

< 

tj 

Early. 

Intermediate. 

Advanced. 

13 

Tuberculos 

y 

IS. 

■< 

H 

0 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

H 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

Tot 

H 

Discharged  during  the  five 
years  ending  31/12/26 — 
Recovered 

24 

36 

25 

8 

19 

1 

2 

115 

• « * 

1 

9 

10 

125 

Disease  Quiescent  ... 

13 

9 

4 

15 

6 

• • • 

i 

• • • 

« • • 

48 

1 

• • « 

4 

5 

53 

Disease  Active 

4 

4 

3 

5 

2 

• • • 

1 

• • « 

• . • 

19 

• • * 

2 

1 

3 

22 

Non-Tubercu  1 ou  s 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• * • 

t • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

Patient  Dead 

61 

38 

4 

98 

43 

3 

58 

37 

8 

350 

• • • 

3 

3 

353 

Transferred  to  other 
Areas  or  lost  sight  of 

22 

40 

9 

8 

20 

• • • 

4 

1 

. . . 

104 

1 

. . * 

5 

6 

110 

Total 

124 

127 

45 

134 

90 

4 

64 

40 

8 

636 

2 

3 

22 

27 

669 

Discharged  during  the  five 
year s^  ending  31/12/31  — 
Recovered 

20 

31 

24 

6 

6 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

88 

1 

2 

31 

34 

122 

Disease  Quiescent  ... 

33 

34 

23 

12 

6 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

109 

• * • 

1 

21 

22 

131 

Disease  Active 

5 

12 

4 

8 

7 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

36 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

* • • 

36 

Non-Tuberculous 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

1 

Patient  Dead 

69 

60 

3 

103 

69 

1 

38 

24 

1 

368 

1 

• • • 

2 

3 

371 

Transferred  to  other 
Areas  or  lost  sight  of 

23 

29 

17 

10 

14 

. . . 

1 

... 

. . . 

94 

• • • 

1 

14 

15 

109 

Total 

150 

166 

71 

139 

102 

3 

39 

24 

1 

695 

2 

4 

68 

74 

770 

Discharged  during  the  five 
years  ending  31/12/36 — 
Recovered 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

• • » 

1 

1 

1 

Disease  Quiescent  ... 

37 

32 

37 

36 

21 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

166 

1 

• • • 

11 

12 

178 

Disease  Active 

7 

7 

8 

24 

32 

1 

5 

3 

• • • 

87 

2 

2 

1 

5 

92 

Non-Tuberculous 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • * 

• • • 

• • • 

» • • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Patient  Dead 

12 

7 

1 

62 

47 

1 

58 

56 

• • * 

244 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

246 

Transferred  to  other 
Areas  or  lost  sight  of 

6 

8 

5 

5 

9 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

35 

... 

1 

1 

o 

37 

Total 

62 

54 

51 

127 

109 

6 

63 

60 

... 

532 

4 

4 

14 

22 

559 

The  results  shown  compare  very  favourably  with  those  published 
by  other  similar  Institutions. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sec.  62. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  1935  to  apply  for  any  Orders 
under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  com- 
pulsory removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
cases  of  the  disease  specified  under  this  Section  having  voluntarily 
agreed  to  removal  to  the  Council’s  Institution. 

Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  bones,  joints,  etc.,  in  adults  and 
children  are  dealt  with  by  securing  their  admission  to  Insti- 
tutions recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  this  purpose. 
Among  those  made  use  of  by  the  Council  are  the  following  : — 

Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital,  Margate. 

Creaton  Sanatorium,  Northamptonshire. 

Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital  (Country  Branch), 
Stanmore. 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Cripples’  Hospital  and  College,  Alton. 

St.  Martin’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Pyrford. 

St.  George’s  Convalescent  Branch  Hospital,  Wimbledon. 

Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Headington,  Oxford. 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton. 

Victoria  Home,  Margate. 

Papworth  Village  Settlement,  Cambridge. 

Burrow  Hill  Sanatorium  Colony,  Frimley. 

It  will  be  observed  that  some  of  these  Institutions  are  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  Bedfordshire,  and  the  travelling 
expenses  to  and  from  these  Institutions  are,  therefore,  somewhat 
high.  In  cases  where  the  patients  are  unable  to  meet  these  costs, 
the  whole  or  part  is  paid  by  the  County  Council. 

In  cases  where  the  circumstances  of  the  patients  make  it  im- 
possible for  them  to  bear  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances,  the 
necessary  expenditure  is  met  by  the  County  Council. 

Residential  Treatment. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  extent  of  institutional  treatment 
(other  than  in  Public  Assistance  Institutions)  afforded  to  Bedford- 
shire patients  : — 


In  Insti- 
tutions on 
1/1/36 

Admitted 
during  the 
year 

Disch  'ged 
during  the 
year 

Died  in 
Insti- 
tutions 

Remain- 
ing in  on 
31/12/36 

46 

82 

69 

19 

40 

Adults  ... 

29 

54 

40 

14 

29 

Children 

17 

38 

30 

25 

Total 

92 

174 

139 

33 

94 

36 


Of  the  total  of  94  patients  remaining  in  Institutions  on  th<» 
31st  December,  1936,  56  were  receiving  treatment  in  the  Council’s 
Sanatorium  at  Mogerhanger.  The  remainder  were  receiving 
treatment  in  one  or  other  of  the  Institutions  named  on  page 

35. 

On  comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  it 
is  seen  that  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to  Institutions 
during  1936  was  32  more  than  the  number  admitted  during  1935. 

The  average  length  of  treatment  of  cases  treated  at  Mogerhanger 
Park  Sanatorium  (i.e.  the  cases  discharged  during  1936)  was  as 
follows  : — 

Men.  21  weeks  3 days. 

Women.  25  weeks  2 days. 

Children.  29  weeks  4 days. 

With  regard  to  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  treated  in  other 
Institutions  the  average  length  of  treatment  of  the  cases  discharged 
during  1936  was  : — 

Men.  42  weeks  4 days.  “ 

Women.  49  weeks  6 days. 

Children.  63  weeks  5 days. 

36  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  received  treatment  in 
the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  during  the  year.  When 
advisable  arrangements  are  made  for  the  transfer  of  the  patients  to 
the  Sanatorium  ; in  some  instances  complications  render  such 
transfer  impossible  or  unsuitable. 

Shelters. 

The  Council  own  sixteen  Shelters  which  are  loaned  to  suitable 
patients.  At  the  end  of  the  year  fourteen  were  in  use. 

This  provision  has  proved  of  great  service,  particularly  to 
patients  who  have  become  accustomed  to  sleeping  in  plenty  of 
fresh  air  whilst  in  sanatoria.  Special  visits  are  made  to  patients 
to  whom  shelters  have  been  loaned  to  ascertain  that  they  are 
being  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  supplied. 

General . 

The  closest  co-operation  exists  between  your  Tuberculosis 
Officers  and  the  School  Medical  Officers  in  the  County.  All  children 
found  by  the  latter  either  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
or  suspected  to  be  so  affected,  are  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  for  examination  and  necessary  action. 

The  same  co-operation  exists  with  regard  to  the  general  Hospitals 
at  Bedford  and  Luton.  I am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  medical  practitioners  of  Bedfordshire  continue  to  make  full 
use  of  the  facilities  afforded  them  under  the  Council’s  Tuber- 
culosis Scheme,  and  I gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  to  them  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  valuable  help, 
and  testifying  to  the  cordial  relations  which  exist  between  them 
and  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Dr.  G.  K.  Painton,  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics,  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  particulars  : — 

There  has  been  no  material  change  during  the  year  in  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  diseases. 

The  Clinics  are  open  on  the  following  days  in  each  week  and 
between  the  times  stated  : — 


CLINIC  AT 

DAY 

TIME 

Bedford 

Wedne.sdays  ... 

...  Women,  5.0 — 6.30  p.m. 

County 

Men,  6.45 — 7.45  p.m. 

Hospital  . . . 

Fridays 

...  Women  2 — 3 p.m. 

Men,  3.15 — 4.15  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

...  Women,  2 — 3 p.m. 

Bute 

Men,  3.15  to  4.15  p.m. 

Hospital 

Luton 

Fridays 

...  Women,  5.0 — 6.30  p.m. 

Men,  6.45 — 7.45  p.m. 

Intermediate  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Bedford  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  evenings  from  7 to 
8 ; and  at  Luton  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday  evenings  from  6.30  to  7.30. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  tables  are  inserted, 
showing  the  principal  statistics  for  each  area  for  the  last  five 
years  : — 


BEDFORD. 


New  Cases. 

Total 

Total 

No.  of 

Wasser- 

attend- 

Year 

Gonor- 

Non 

injects. 

man 

ances 

Syphilis 

rhoea 

V.D. 

Total 

of 

Tests 

of  all 

N.A.B., 

Patients 

etc. 

1932 

21 

52 

14 

87 

956 

88 

1982 

1933 

36 

77 

8 

121 

876 

130 

2976 

1934 

29 

62 

21 

112 

863 

117 

3957 

1935 

17 

63 

19 

99 

624 

99 

3348 

1936 

18 

70 

26 

114 

770 

205 

3099 

LUTON . 


Year 

Syphilis 

New 

Gonor- 

rhoea 

Cases . 

Non- 

V.D. 

Total 

'fotal 
No.  of 
injects . 
of 

N.A.B., 

etc. 

Wasser- 

man 

Tests 

Total 
attend- 
ances 
of  all 
Patients 

1932 

43 

73 

26 

142 

1357 

163 

2601 

1933 

23 

87 

21 

131 

1152 

120 

3118 

1934 

13 

80 

30 

123 

602 

105 

2932 

1935 

20 

105 

24 

149 

547 

101 

4581 

1936 

16 

109 

44 

169 

869 

239 

6000 

An  examination  of  the  above  statistics  shows  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  coming  under  treatment  for  the  hrst  time  during 
1936  at  both  Clinics. 


It  was  necessary  for  four  patients  (three  males  and  one  female) 
to  receive  hospital  in-patient  treatment  during  the  year,  and  the 
necessary  arrangements  were  made  with  the  London  Lock  Hospital. 

At  the  end  of  1936,  the  total  number  of  patients  on  the  books 
was  as  follows  : — 


Syphilis 
M F 

Gonorrhoea 
M F 

Total 
M F 

Bedford  . . . 

23 

18 

37 

13 

60 

31 

Luton  ^ . . . 

23 

21 

86 

11 

109 

32 

46 

39 

123 

24 

169 

63 

Of  these  cases  2 of  Syphilis  (1  male  and  1 female)  and  14  of 
Gonorrhoea  (13  males  and  1 female)  attend  the  Clinics  from 
outside  the  County. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  total  number  of 
persons  under  treatment  or  observation  on  31st  December,  1936, 
was  232,  being  a decrease  of  46  on  the  previous  year. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSES. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  medical  men  practising  in 
the  County  can  obtain  free  bacteriological  examinations  in  cases 
of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever  and  tuberculosis. 

With  regard  to  the  Boroughs  of  Bedford  and  Luton  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  supplied  with  a Laboratory  and  undertakes 
the  necessary  bacteriological  work  in  so  far  as  these  Boroughs  are 
concerned . 


In  the  other  Districts  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
work  to  be  done  at  the  following  Institutions  : — 

Ampthill  Urban  District  \Dr.  R.  Wyatt,  St.  George's  Hospital, 
Ampthill  Rural  District  / London. 


Bedford  Rural  District 


Messrs.  Thresh,  Beale  & Suckling, 
Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Queen  Victoria  Street, 

London,  S.W.l. 


Biggleswade  Urban  District 
Biggleswade  Rural  District 
Sandy  Urban  District 


The  Lister  Institute  of  Preventive 
Medicine , 

Chelsea  Bridge  Road, 

London,  S.W.l. 


Dunstable  Urban  District 
Kempston  Urban  District 
Leighton  Buzzard  Urban  District 
Luton  Rural  District 


The  Clinical*  Research 

Association 
Watergate  House, 

^ York  Buildings, 
Adelphi, 

London,  W.C.2. 


The  County  Council  undertakes  the  work  so  far  as  tuberculosis 
and  venereal  diseases  are  concerned.  The  necessary  outfits  are 
supplied  to  medical  practitioners  on  request  from  the  Public 
Health  Department  at  the  Shire  Hall. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  services  is  117,420. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  visits  paid  by  the 
Council’s  Health  Visitors,  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme,  during  the  year  : — 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  599 

Primary  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  1 745 

Revisits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  ...  10730 

Visits  to  children  between  one  and  five  years  ...  17741 

Special  visits  to  “ orthopaedic  ” cases  under 

five  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


30854 

The  Borough  of  Bedford  Health  Visitors  paid  7,572  home  visits. 

The  Borough  of  Luton  Health  Visitors  paid  1 1 ,226  home  visits. 

In  May,  1936,  the  Minister  of  Health  forwarded  to  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Authorities  a circular  with  regard  to  the 
supervision  of  the  health  of  children  not  in  attendance  at  School. 

The  Minister  stated  that,  in  general,  arrangements  are  satis- 
factory in  so  far  as  they  apply  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  U or 
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2 years,  but  he  is  of  opinion  that  in  many  areas  insufficient 
attention  is  being  given  to  the  health  of  young  children  between 
the  ages  of  years  and  5 years,  and  suggests  that  of  the  16%  of 
the  children  entering  school  found  to  require  treatment  for  some 
disease  or  defect  many  of  these  cases  could  have  been  obviated  if 
adequate  supervision  had  been  exercised  during  the  pre-school 
years  of  life. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  this  communication  and  the 
existing  arrangements  in  Bedfordshire  received  the  consideration 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare , &c.  Committee  at  their  Meeting 
in  July,  1936. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  this  County  to  continue  the  super- 
vision of  children  until  they  attend  school,  but  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  make  systematic  visitation  to  children  during  the  ages 
between  two  and  five  as  complete  as  that  in  operation  with  regard 
to  younger  children,  since  the  time  of  the  Health  Visitors 
available  for  this  purpose  has  been  insufficient. 

The  Committee  thereupon  decided  for  this  and  other  reasons 
to  augment  the  Staff  of  Health  Visitors,  which  numbered  seven, 
by  the  appointment  of  two  additional  Health  Visitors  and  to 
appoint  a senior  Health  Visitor  with  a small  district  so  as  to  allow 
her  time  to  supervise  the  work  of  the  other  Health  Visitors  and 
herself  to  undertake  special  enquiries  and  carry  out  duties  in 
connection  with  the  supervision  of  midwives. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  particulars  of  the  Staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  on  page  6,  nine  Health  Visitors  are  now 
employed  by  the  Council. 

A system  has  recently  been  put  into  operation  to  furnish  the 
School  Medical  Officer  with  notes  of  the  child’s  medical  history 
prior  to  attaining  school  age.  Cards  folded  in  two  sections  have 
been  designed  for  this  purpose.  The  first  section,  dealing  with 
the  health  of  the  child  during  the  first  five  years  of  life  , is  completed 
by  the  Health  Visitor  and  forwarded  to,  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  card  is  then  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher  of  the 
school  to  which  the  child  will  be  admitted  and  given  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  at  the  time  of  the  medical  inspection. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  are  sixteen  Infant  Welfare  Centres  provided  or  subsidised 
by  the  County  Council,  at  each  of  which  one  of  the  Council ’s  Health 
Visitors  is  an  active  worker.  New  centres  were  established 
during  the  year  at  Potton,  Caddington  and  Cranfield. 

The  Council’s  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  work  attends  each  centre  with  the  exception  of 
Woburn,  Harrold,  Caddington  and  Toddington.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Council  for  local  practitioners  to  attend  at 
two  of  these  centres.  Dr.  R.  F.  M.  Fawcett  attending  at  Toddington 
and  Dr.  J.  E.  S.  Smith  at  Caddington. 

Details  of  attendances,  etc.,  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  the  year  1936  are  set  out  in  the  table  on  the  next  page. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 
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* First  session  held  on  1st; April,  1936,  | First  session  held  on  9th  June,  1936,. 

o First  session  held  on  1 5th  September,  1936,  x Centre  closed  on  31st  March,  1936,. 

f The  Council'S  Medical  Officer  does  not  attend  at  these  Centres. 
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Dr.  G.  K.  Bowes  (Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of 
Bedford)  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  in  respect  of 
the  Borough  of  Bedford  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : — 

Total  attendances  during  the  year  ...  ...  12,202 

No.  of  individual  children  attending  Welfare  Centres  908 

Ante-Natal  attendances 512 

Dr.  F.  Grundy  (Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borougli 
of  Luton)  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  in  respect  of 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough  of  Luton  : — 

Total  attendances  during  the  year  ...  ...  27,323 

No.  of  individual  children  attending  Welfare  Centres  2,628 
Ante-Natal  attendances  1,419 


MILK  GRANTS. 

During  the  financial  year,  1936-37,  10,325  pints  of  liquid  milk 
and  143  tins  of  dried  milk  were  supplied  to  infants  and  nursing 
mothers,  at  a total  cost  of  £138  Is.  lOd.  as  compared  with  £89  6s.7d. 
in  the  previous  twelve  months.  A special  Sub-Committee  investi- 
gates each  case,  and  usually  grants  are  discontinued  when  the 
child  reaches  the  age  of  twelve  months,  or  sooner  in  those  instances 
where  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  parents  have  sufficiently 
improved  to  warrant  its  withdrawal.  Grants  were  made  in  75  cases. 

As  stated  on  page  33  wherever  possible  ‘ ‘ Accredited  ’ ' milk  is 
given. 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISIONS. 

During  the  year  under  review  68  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Maternity  Department  of  the  County  Hospital  in  accordance  with 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  County  Council  with  that  Institution , 
as  compared  with  51  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  duration 
of*  stay  was  15  days. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the 
Luton  Corporation  for  the  admission  of  cases  to  their  Maternity 
Hospital,'  which ’was  opened  on  8th  October,  1936.  Between 
that*  date  and  the  31st  December  , 1936,  five  cases  were  treated  in 
this  hospital  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 

The  Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home  provides  accommodation 
for  16  mothers  and  their  infants.  During  1936,  32  cases  were 
admitted,  as  compared  with  36  in  1935.  This  Institution  is 
maintained  by  the  St.  Albans'  Diocesan  Girls’  Aid  Association 
to  which  the  County  Council  contributes  an  annual  sum  of 
£345  16s.  7d*  An  annual  grant  is  also  made  by  the  Bedford  Town 
Council.  . 
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The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  to  the  Public  Assistance 
Institutions  in  the  County  during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Institution 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Ampthill 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Bedford 

(St.  Peter’s  flosjiital) 

77 

77 

81 

79 

108 

Biggleswade  ... 

5 

3 

1 

11 

1 

Luton  ... 

13 

14 

22 

22 

41 

Leighton  Buzzard 

1 

2 

1 

The  average  duration  of  stay  at  St.  Peter’s  Hospital  was  14 
days,  and  at  the  Luton  Institution  10  days. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

In  the  rural  areas,  the  service  of  nurse-midwives  is  secured 
through  the  agency  of  the  Bedfordshire  County  Nursing  Association , 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  thirty-eight  years.  Forty-one 
District  Nursing  Associations  are  affiliated  to  the  parent  body 
covering  seventy-nine  parishes  with  a total  population  of  71,408 
persons.  Statistics  showing  the  work  of  these  Associations  during 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1937,  are  given  below  : — 


1 I 

No.  of  cases  attended  during  the  year. 

j 

Total 
No.  of 
visits 
paid. 

No.  of 
hours  on 
duty. 

Midwifery. 

Maternity. 

Surgical. 

Medical. 

379 

327 

1626 

3100 

89,964 

83,744 

The  necessary  expenses. of  each  Association  are  met  by  the 
annual  subscriptions  of  the  members,  together  with  other  sub- 
scriptions and  donations,  supplemented  by  the  proceeds  from  local 
entertainments,  jumble  sales,  etc.  In  cases  where,  in  spite  of 
these  efforts,  the  income  is  insufficient,  grants  are  made  by  the 
County  Nursing  Association,  which,  in  turn,  receives  a grant 
from  the  County  Council.  The  grant  in  respect  of  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1937,  amounted  to  £633  15s.  Od. 

The  Bedford  District  Nursing  Association  continued  its  good 
work  during  1936.  This  Association*  provides  skilled  nursing 
for  persons  in‘ their  own  homes.  The  minimum  subscription  for 
membership  is  4/-  per  annum.  The  services  of  the  nurses  are 
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also  available  for  non-members  when  a charge  is  made 
for  each  visit.  The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Nurses 
during  1936  was  21 ,240. 

The  Luton  Nursing  Association  reports  another  year  of  successful 
service.  Ten  Nurses  are  employed  by  the  Association.  During 
the  year  1936  29,785  visits  were  made.  Those  families  who  desire 
to  participate  in  the  scheme  contribute  6d.  per  month.  This 
contribution  covers  the  parents,  aged  dependents  and  children 
under  16.  Those  from  16  to  21  pay  3d.  per  month.  Non-contri- 
butors pay  a minimum  charge  of  1/-  per  visit. 

An  annual  grant  is  made  to  both  the  Bedford  and  Luton  Associa- 
tions by  the  County  Council  through  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee. 

Maternity  Outfits. — Sterilised  maternity  outfits  are  provided 
by  the  County  Council  at  cost  price,  and  in  necessitous  cases  free 
of  charge.  During  the  year  twenty-one  were  supplied  free  of 
charge  ; twenty-four  at  cost  price,  and  one  at  a reduced  charge 
of  5/-. 


THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  MIDWIVES  ACTS. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
midwifery  within  the  Administrative  area  of  the  County  was 
125  as  against  129  in  the  preceding  year,  116  in  1934,  115  in  1933 
and  119  in  1932. 


Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the 
County  Council  Inspectors  of  Midwives  during  1936,  as  compared 
with  the  last  four  years 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Routine  visits  of  inspection 

234 

281 

285 

265 

265 

Visits  paid  but  midwives  not 
3,t  home  •••  •••  ••• 

161 

168 

178 

169 

158 

special  enquiry  visits  arising 
from  notifications 

349 

458 

481 

492 

562 

Other  special  visits  and 
enquiries  ... 

227 

279 

281 

274 

209 

Total 

971 

1186 

1225 

1200 

1194 

45 


On  1st  July,  1936,  the  lAiton  Borough  Council  became  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  for  the  Borough  under  the  Midwives  Acts. 
The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Luton  Borough  Council's 
Inspectors  of  Midwives  during  [the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  was 
as  follows  : 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  ...  ...  ...  20 

Visits  paid  but  midwives  not  at  home  ...  ...  8 

Special  enquiry  visits  arising  from  notifications  ...  106 

Other  special  visits  and  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  52 

Total  ...  186 


The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Bedford  Borough  Council’s 
Inspector  of  Midwives  during  the  year  ending  31st  December 
1936,  was  as  follows  : — 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  and  interviews  at  Office  ...  52 
Visits  paid  but  midwives  not  at  home  ...  ...  ...  3 

Special  enquiry  visits  arising  from  notifications  ...  9 

Other  special  visits  and  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  64 


Notifications  received  from  midwives  who  notified  their  inten- 
tion to  practise  in  the  Administrative  area  of  the  County  : — 


1932 

1933 

1934, 

1935 

1936 

Of  intention  to  practise 

119 

115 

116 

129 

125 

Of  change  of  address  

13 

12 

10 

22 

12 

jOf  change  of  name  

6 

1 

— 

i 

1 

Of  sending  for  medical  help  

265 

331 

345 

333 

366 

Of  still-births  occurring  in  their 
practice  

18 

26 

20 

26 

22 

Of  deaths  occurring  in  their  f Mothers 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

practice  \ Infants 

10 

8 

10 

11 

12 

Of  laying  out  the  dead  

10 

17 

17 

8 

10 

Of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection 

17 

33 

30 

30 

17 

Totals 

458 

544 

548 

561 

566 

Still-births — As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  twenty-two 
still-births  occurred  in  midwives'  practices  during  the  year. 
All  were  legitimate.  Enquiries  were  made  in  respect  of  each  case 
and  in  each  case  the  mother  was  engaged  in  household  duties. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia — 3 cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  occurred  in  midwives’  practices  during  1936. 

Ophthalmia — Inflammation  or  discharge  from  the  eyes,  however 
slight.  Central  Midwives  Board  Rule  E.  12  (5).  During  1936 
12  cases  were  reported. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — Two  cases  occurred  in  midwives’ 
practices  during  1936.  In  each  case  the  vision  was  unimpaired  as 
the  result  of  treatment. 

Each  midwife  is  given  a supply  of  collosal  argentum  for  routine 
use  in  the  care  of  infants'  eyes.  Prompt  enquiries  are  made 
into  every  case  of  “ inflamed  eyes  ” occurring  in  a midwife's 
practice. 

Each  midwife  who  has  given  notice  of  her  intention  to  practise 
in  the  Council 's  area  has  been  asked  to  make  a return  of  the  number 
of  cases  she  has  attended  during  the  year  as  a midwife,  and 
(h ) as  a maternity  nurse  (i.e. , acting  under  a medical  practitioner) . 

Returns  were  made  by  105  midwives,  showing  that  during  1936 
1,002  cases  were  attended  by  90  midwives.  In  addition,  660 
cases  were  attended  by  82  midwives  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
maternity  nurses. 


The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  the  returns 
made  by  the  Midwives 


As  Maternity 

As  Midwife  Nurse 

{i.e.,  acting  alone)  acting  under 

a Doctor.) 


Attended  no  cases  ...  ...  16  ...  24 

Attended  less  than  5 ...  ...  30  ...  37 

Attended  between  5 and  10  ...  26  ...  25 

Attended  between  10  and  25  ...  20  ...  14 

Attended  between  25  and  50  ...  1 1 ...  5 

Attended  between  50  and  100  2 ' ... 

Attended  between  100  and  200 


Medical  aid  was  sought  in  approximately  36.5  per  cent,  of  the 
midwives’  cases. 
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During  the  year,  299  claims  under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1918,  were  received  from  doctors,  amounting  to  £442  15s.  Od. 
The  sum  of  £112  Is.  Od.  was  recovered  from  patients  during  the 
year. 

On  December  31st,  1936,  there  were,  in  the  administrative 
area  of  the  County,  120  practising  midwives.  Of  these  43  were 
nurse-midwives  working  under  Committees  affiliated  to  the  Bedford- 
shire County  Nursing  Association,  and  4 were  nurse-midwives 
employed  by  independent  Local  Nursing  Associations  ; 1 was  an 
independent  midwife  subsidised  by  the  Council,  and  72  were 
certified  midwives  in  private  practice. 

To  assist  the  Bedfordshire  County  Nursing  Association  to  secure 
and  train  sufficient  suitable  women  for  the  work  of  nurse-midwife , 
the  County  Council  makes  an  annual  contribution  proportionate 
to  the  number  of  midwives  newly  appointed  by  them  within  the 
year,  whether  to  fill  a vacancy  or  to  serve  in  an  area  hitherto 
unprovided  for. 

During  the  year,  two  Bedfordshire  candidates  were  trained  in 
midwifery.  A grant  is  also  made,  based  on  the  number  of  cases 
attended  by  the  nurse-midwives  employed  by  the  Association  to 
enable  nurses  to  be  maintained  in  those  Districts,  which,  without 
some  financial  assistance,  are  unable  to  bear  the  cost  involved. 

The  total  grant  made  by  the  County  Council  to  the  Association 
in  respect  of  the  year  1936-37  was  £633  15s.  Od. 

The  County  Midwives  Association  held  a number  of  meetings 
in  1936.  Several  meetings  were  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  after  which  the  Association 
communicated  their  views  on  the  matter  to  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Council.  Five  other  meetings 
were  held  at  which  lectures  were  given  on  midwiferv  work.  The 
County  Council  makes  a grant  of  two  guineas  per  annum  to  the 
Association,  wffiich  now  has  a membership  of  103. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936 

Under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  which  came  into  force  on  the 
31st  July,  1936,  the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  securing 
an  organisation  throughout  the  administrative  area  of  the  County 
(i.e.,  the  whole  County  with  the  exception  of  the  Boroughs  of 
Bedford  and  Luton)  for  an  adequate  service  of  salaried  midwives. 
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The  Administrative  area  consists  of  121  parishes,  98  of  which 
are  provided  for  at  the  present  time  as  follows  : — 

79  parishes  covered  by  41  District  Nursing  Associations 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  employ- 
ing  a total  of  43  district  nurse-midwives. 

^ 5 parishes  served  by  4 independent  Nursing  Associations 

; each  employing  a district  nurse-midwife,  viz., 

' “ Billington,  Clophill,  Sandy  and  Stotfold. 

1 parish  (Everton)  at  the  present  time  included  in  and 
served  by  the  Cambridgeshire  " County  Nursing 
Association. 

1 parish  (Hyde)  served  by  the  Harpenden  Memorial 
~ / . - Nursing  Centre. 

' 12  parishes  served  by  8 independent  Midwives. 


- 98'  ' 

In  the  23  remaining  parishes  in  the  County  area  the  services 
of  a midwife  are  not  available  at  the  present  time. 


121 
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A Special  Sub-Committee  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  Midwives  Acts  (Executive)  Committee,  was  appointed  to 
interview  representatives  of  the  voluntary  bodies  at  the  present 
time  concerned  in  providing  midwifery  services  in  the  Adminis- 
trative area  of  the  County.  The  Bedfordshire  County  Nursing 
Association  submitted  proposals  for  extending  their  services  to 
cover  the  parishes  of  Stotfold,  Astwick,  Billington  and  Clophill  ; 
the  twelve  parishes  at  present  served  by  independent  midwives, 
and  the  23  remaining  parishes  at  present  unprovided  for,  by  the 
enlargement  of  existing  districts  and  the  employment  of  additional 
midwives.  At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  these  proposals 
together  with  the  estimated  amount  of  grant  required  from  the 
County  Council  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  were  being 
considered. 

The  Sandy  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is  an  indepen- 
dent body,  expressed  the  desire  to  take  part  in  the  jCounty  Scheme 
and  provide  the  necessary  midwifery  service  in  the  area  served  by 
that  Association.  The  Cambridgeshire  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, which  serves  the  parish  of  Everton  in  Bedfordshire,  and  the 
Harpenden  Memorial  Nursing  Centre,  which  serves  the  parish  of 
Hyde,  also  in  this  County,  are.  being  approached  with  a view  to 
arrangements,  being  made  for  these  bodies  to  provide  the  requisite 
midwifery  services  under  the  Act  in  these  two  Parishes. 
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NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

Until  Juh’,  1936,  the  County  ('oiincil  was  the  local  siiper\  ising 
authority  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  for 
the  whole  County,  with  the  exception  of  the  Borough  of  Bedford, 
and  therefore  responsible  for  the  registration  and  supervision 
of  such  Homes  witliin  this  area.  On  the  1st  July,  1936,  the  powers 
and  duties  under  this  Act  so  far  as  regards  the  area  comprised 
within  the  Borough  of  Taiton  were  delegated  to  the  Luton  Town 
Council. 

Visits  of  inspection  have  been  paid  to  all  registered  premises 
by  one  of  the  Council’s  Medical  Officers,  and  visits  of  inspection 
to  those  premises  which  have  been  registered  as  Maternity  Homes 
have  also  been  made  by  the  Inspectors  of  Midwives. 

On  31st  December,  1936,  the  number  of  premises  registered 
in  the  Council's  area  was  eight  ; (as  Maternity  Homes  4,  as 
Nursing  Homes  4)  , f)roviding  a total  accommodation  of  7 beds 
for  maternity  cases  and  29  for  surgical  and  medical  cases. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  Borough  of  Bedford 
was  six,  providing  accommodation  for  17  maternity  cases  and  39 
other  cases. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  Borough  of  Luton  was 
three,  providing  accommodation  for  9 maternity  cases  and  8 other 
cases. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  1936,  262  visits  (54  of  which  were  primary 
visits)  were  made  to  children  under  the  age  of  nine  who  are 
being  maintained  for  reward  apart  from  their  parents  or  relatives. 

Generally  speaking,  the  children  were  found  to  be  well  looked 
after,  receiving  both  care  and  affection,  being  in  fact,  treated  as 
members  of  the  family.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
make  an  Order  for  the  removal  of  the  child. 

The  number  of  such  children  under  the  age  of  9 living  in  the  ad- 
ministrative area  of  the  County  on  the  31st  December,  1936, 
was  58. 


Dr.  G.  K.  Bowes,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough 
of  Bedford,  reports  that  13  primary  visits  were  made  by  his  Health 
Visitors,  and  1 13  periodical  and  special  visits. 

Dr.  L . Grundy , the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough 
of  Luton,  reports  tliat  during  the  year  361  visits  were  made  by 
his  Health  Visitors.  The  number  of  infants  on  the  Register  was  26. 


D 


vSO 

THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL 

CHILDREN. 

1 he  work  of  this  l)raiich  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
fully  reported  upon  in  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Medical 
Service,  but  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  past  years 
the  following  statistical  information  is  included  : — 

Among  the  6,886  elementary  school  children  examined,  627 
were  recommended  to  have  treatment  for  some  defect , excluding 
decayed  teeth  and  verminous  conditions — a smaller  proportion 
than  was  found  in  1935.  Of  the  743  scholars  attending  Secondary 
Schools  examined  by  the  Council’s  Medical  Officers,  122  were 
found  to  require  some  form  of  medical  treatment. 


The  defects  found  are  classified  in  the  following  table  : — 


Elementary 

Secondary 

Schools 

Schools 

Diseases  of  the  Skin 

in  24  children 



External  Eye  Disease  ... 

t > 35  , , 

in 

6 

children 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

,,  250 

9 9 

70 

9 9 

Diseases  of  the  Ear  and 

Deafness  

} > 31  , , 

9 9 

1 

child 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

,,  21 

— 

Adenoids  only  

13 

9 9 

1 

9 9 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Adenoids  

,,  114 

Heart  Disease  

,,  19 

9 f 

1 

9 9 

Anaemia  ... 

,,  19 

t 9 

3 

children 

Tuberculosis  

, , 1 child 

— 

Rickets,  Spinal  Curvature  and 

other  deformities  ... 

,,  59  children 

9 9 

13 

9 9 

Miscellaneous 

,,  184 

9 9 

42 

9 9 

Totals 

770 

137 

At  the  majority  of  the  schools  either  a County  Council  Health 
Visitor  or  one  of  the  district  nurses  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire 
County  Nursing  Association  attends  at  the  routine  medical  inspec- 
tions. 

During  the  year  under  review  13  inspections  were  attended  by 
Health  Visitors,  and  126  by  District  Nurses. 


The  average  Heights  and  Weights  of  scholars  attending  Elemen- 
tary Schools  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Age 

Group. 

Number 
and  Me 

weighed 

asured. 

Average 
in  It 

Height 

iches 

Average 
in  Pc 

Weight 

►unds. 

5 

8 

12 

Boys 

468 

549 

615 

Girls 

452 

574 

548 

Boys 

43.13 

50.01 

57.48 

Girls 

44.27 
49.43 

58.27 

Boys 

42.49 

57.35 

82.99 

Girls 

41.32 

55.30 

85.19 

51 


These  tigiires  show  little  variation  from  those  of  last  year, 
hut  in  comparison  with  those  of  ten  years  ago,  show  a marked 
improvement. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  the  standard  of  nutrition  of  the 
scholars  in  Bedfordshire  is  satisfactorily  high,  the  steady  improve- 
ment which  has  been  observed  during  recent  years  having  been 
maintained  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  personnel  of  the  School  Medical  Service  has  been  unchanged 
for  the  past  three  years,  which  circumstance  gives  an  added  value 
to  a comparison  of  the  findings  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  on 
this  subject  during  this  period,  since  it  is  appreciated  that  the 
“personal  factor”  of  the  examiner  must  have  some  bearing  on 
the  classification  of  children  with  regard  to  nutrition. 

Each  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  draws  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  practically  no  real  poverty  in  the  County,  and  that 
generally  speaking  economic  conditions  have  improved. 


SCHOOL  DENTISTRY. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  the  work  performed  in 
connection  with  children  attending  the  CounciTs  Elementary 
Schools  in  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  Elementary  School  children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 


Routine 
Age  Groups  ^ 


Specials. 


5 

...  1170'] 

6 

...  1320 

7 

...  1341 

8 

...  1355 

9 

...  1421 

10 

...  1413 

11 

...  1471 

12 

...  1394 

13 

...  1394 

14 

...  150 

> Total 


12429 


24 


Grand  Total  12453 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  7607 

(c)  Actually  treated 2966 

(2)  Half  days  devoted  Total  ...656 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  the  children  for  treatment  3068 

,4,  s;  ;;;  ■*»}  To.„  ,«3 

(5)  E«r«tion.  T«lh  ...  Tot,l...4085 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions... nil. 

(7)  Other  operations  to  permanent  or  temporary  teeth 

(Scaling,  etc.) 553 


Purin^"  the  year  demonstiaitions  were  }<iven  in  selected  schfK)ls 
on  the  care  of  teeth  by  special  lecturers  provided  by  the  Dental 
Board  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

1 ha\'e  been  informed  by  the  dentists  and  the  teachers  that 
although  these  demonstrations  were  given  in  a most  hapj)y  manner, 
and  that  they  excited  the  interest  of  the  children,  no  practical 
result  appears  to  have  followed  the  demonstrations  in  popularising 
the  School  Dental  Service. 

d'hese  demonstrations  were  so  excellent  that  I feel  they  should 
be  persevered  with  since,  although  at  two  schools  it  had  no  result 
in  causing  those  who  had  declined  treatment  to  alter  their  decision  , 
it  is  possible  that  had  no  decision  already  been  given  to  decline 
treatment,  the  demonstrations  might  have  resulted  in  a larger 
number  of  acceptances  being  received. 


The  following  is  the  record  of  the  work  performed  at  Secondary 
Schools  during  1936  : — 

(I)  Number  of  Secondary  School  Children  who  were  : 


Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 


Routine 
Age  Groups 


Specials 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


41 

104 

124 

104 

97 

97 

58 

13 

3 


yTotal 


641 


Grand  Total 


641 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 
(7) 


(6)  Found  to  require  treatment 
(c)  Actually  treated 


Half-days  devoted  to 


{Inspection 
Treatment 


• • • 


Total 


Attendances  made  by  the  children  for  treatment 
r Permanent  Teeth  ...  529 ^ 

Fillings  •(_ Temporary  Teeth  ... 

_ , fPermanent  Teeth  ...  89 

Extractions  | Temporary  Teeth  ...  42 


h 

!9i 
12/ 


Total 

Total 


Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

Other  operations  to  permanent  or  temporary  teeth 
(Scaling,  etc.)  


370 

271 

81 

322 

529 

131 

nil 

195 
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ORTHOPAEDICS. 

Ascertainment  and  Treatment. 

livery  effort  is  made  to  discover  persons  suffering  from  crippling 
defects,  both  among  the  adult  and  child  population  of  this  County, 
and  with  this  object  in  view  the  School  Medical  Officers,  Tuber- 
culosis Medical  Officers,  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  and  Health  Visitors  notify  me  of  all  cases  coming  to  their 
notice.  Arrangements  are  then  made  for  each  case  to  be  examined 
by  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  whose  recommendations  for  treatment 
are  communicated  to  the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  frequently  includes  ‘ ‘ in-patient 
treatment  and  the  provision  of  suitable  apparatus  for  the  patients, 
the  Council  in  necessitous  cases  bearing  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
cost  involved. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  again  placing  on  record  the  very 
helpful  co-operation  which  exists  between  this  Department  and 
the  various  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  County  and  in  London, 
and  in  particular  the  Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
London,  in  which  Institution  and  its  Country  Branch  a large 
amount  of  treatment  is  afforded  to  Bedfordshire  cases. 

The  arrangements  outlined  above  have  proved  very  satisfactory, 
present-day  facilities  for  travel  making  it  possible,  and  in  manv 
cases  more  convenient,  for  patients  to  attend  at  a London  Hospital. 

After-care. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  following-up  of  all  cases  on  the 
register.  The  patients  receive  periodical  visits  in  their  homes 
by  the  Council's  Health  Visitors,  in  addition  to  examinations 
by  the  Council’s  Medical  Officers.  During  1936,  the  Health 
Visitors  paid  573  home  visits  to  orthopaedic  cases.  When 
necessary , arrangements  are  made  for  the  patients  to  be  re-examined 
by  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  In  necessitous  cases  the  small 
cost  involved  in  travelling  is  borne  by  the  Council. 


Statistics 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  on  pages  54  and  55  the  number 
of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1935  was  279.  Forty-nine 
cases  were  added  during  1936.  Thirty-two  cases  were  removed 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  tables,  leaving  296  cases  under  observa- 
tion on  31st  December,  1936.  An  analysis  of  these  cases  appears 
on  page  56. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CASES— STATISTICAL  RETURNS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1936 
PART  I— TUBERCULOUS  CONDITIONS  ONLY 
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Classification 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  1st  Jan.,  1936, 
under  treatment  or  observation 

2.  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  1936,  or  who  returned  after 
being  transferred  or  ‘ ‘ lost  sight  of ' ' 

TOTAL  

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other 
areas  during  1936 

4 . Number  of  cases  who  died  during  1936. . . 

5.  Number  of  cases  who  do  not  desire 
further  public  medical  treatment 

6.  Number  of  cases  who  have  removed  and 
whose  present  whereabouts  is  unknown 

TOTAL  

7.  Number  of  cases  REMAINING  under 
treatment  or  observation  on  31st 
December,  1936  ... 

PART  II— CONDITIONS  NOT  TUBERCULOUS 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  December,  1936,  3,583  births  were  entered 
on  the  Births  Lists  received  by  the  Vaccination  Officers,  which, 
together  with  the  number  outstanding  from  the  previous  year 
(1000),  made  a total  of  4,583. 

Of  this  number,  355  were  successfully  vaccinated,  and  declara- 
tions of  conscientious  objection  were  made  in  respect  of  2,906 
infants.  Of  the  remainder , 120  died  un vaccinated  ; 6 were  found 
to  be  insusceptible  of  vaccination  ; and  1196  had  either  left  the 
County  or  were  otherwise  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  order  to  obtain  as  accurate  a figure  as  possible  to  represent 
the  percentage  of  children  vaccinated  in  the  County,  the  records 
in  respect  of  the  births  returned  for  the  previous  twelve  months 
have  been  examined.  From  1st  January,  1935  to  31st  December, 
1935,  3,302  births  were  returned.  By  the  end  of  January,  1937, 


these  births  had  been  accounted  for  as  follows  : — 

Successfully  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Insusceptible  of  vaccination  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  Declarations  of 

conscientious  objection  were  made  ...  2,736 

Died  unvaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Vaccination  postponed  8 

Cases  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 


3,302 


It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  of  the  births  dealt  with  only  9.28  % 
were  vaccinated.  With  regard  to  the  remaining  90.72%  the 
parents  declined  to  allow  vaccination  on  the  grounds  of 
conscientious  objection. 


HOSPITALS  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Particulars  of  the  Scheme  made  by  the  County  Council  under 
Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  with  regard  to 
the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases 
were  set  out  on  pages  53  to  55  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1934. 

The  County  Council  has  agreed  to  make  grants  to  Local 
Authorities  or  Boards  of  Isolation  Hospitals  within  the  Count}’ 
in  respect  of  extensions  and  improvements  carried  out  with  the 
approval  of  the  County  Council  on  the  basis  of  one  third  of  the 
capital  cost,  subject  to  certain  conditions  being  complied  with. 

On  the  1st  April,  1936,  the  Bedford  Borough  Isolation  Hospital 
was  closed,  and  the  Oakley  Hill  Isolation  Hospital,  previously 


59 


the  property  of  the  Bedford  Rural  District  Council,  was  taken 
over  by  the  Bedford  Joint  Hospital  Board,  constituted  by  the 
Authorities  of  the  Bedford  Borough,  Bedford  Rural  District 
and  Kempston  Urban  District  Councils.  Admissions  to  the 
Bedford  Borough  Hospital  ceased  at  the  end  of  February 
1937  and  from  that  date  patients  were  admitted  to  Oakley  Hill 
Hospital. 

The  Bedford  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  decided  to  extend  the 
accommodation  at  the  Oakley  Hill  Hospital  to  provide  for  a total 
of  64  beds.  This  proposal  has  received  the  approval  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Scheme  provides  for  the  erection  of  a new  Cubicle  Block  of 
8 beds  ; a 14-bedded  Diphtheria  Block  to  replace  the  existing 
“ Tin  ” Block  ; additions  to  the  Administration  Block  and 
alterations  to  the  existing  buildings  so  as  to  accommodate  the 
increased  number  of  staff  which  will  be  necessary  (a  Matron, 
14  Nurses  and  9 Maids  will  be  required)  ; the  provision  of  hot 
water  radiators  in  the  existing  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
Blocks  to  replace  the  stoves  in  the  centres  of  the  wards  ; the 
erection  of  a porter’s  lodge  ; the  installation  of  “ Dryers  ” from 
the  Bedford  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  laundry  ; 
improvement  of  the  grounds,  e.g.  new  lawns,  rose  beds  and 
shrubberies  ; a new  tennis  court  ; and  additions  to  the  existing 
surface-water  drainage  system.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  the 
work  at  an  early  date. 

Extensions  have  been  made  to  the  Luton  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital,  Spittlesea,  and  on  25th  September,  1936,  the  extensions 
were  opened.  The  new  buildings  provide  two  ward  blocks  ; 
one  of  16  beds  (the  Simpson  Ward)  and  one  of  10  beds  (the  Harvey 
Ward).  The  existing  cubicle  block  has  been  extended  to  provide 
for  a further  three  cubicles,  and  an  operating  theatre.  A porter’s 
lodge  has  also  been  erected. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  a new  cubicle 
block,  providing  accommodation  for  eight  beds,  at  the  Dunstable 
and  District  Isolation  Hospital  at  Kensworth.  The  work  has 
already  been  commenced. 

In  accordance  with  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  the  Isolation 
Hospital  owned  by  the  Leighton  Buzzard  Urban  District  Council 
at  Grovebury  was  closed  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  31st 
March,  1936,  all  cases  after  that  date  being  admitted  to  the 
Dunstable  and  District  Isolation  Hospital  at  Kensworth. 

Plans  have  also  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  a new  cubicle 
block  at  the  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital  to  provide  accommo- 
dation for  4 beds  and  the  work  has  already  been  commenced. 
It  is  also  proposed  to  build  a Nurses  Home. 


(SO 


Arrangements  have  been  made  for  cases  of  lincephalitis 
Lethargica  to  be  treated  at  the  Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital, 
Liiton,  and  the  Oakley  Hill  Isolation  Hospital,  Bedford.  I'or 
this  purpose  the  County  has  been  divided  into  two  areas,  viz, 
the  Boroughs  of  Luton  and  Dunstable,  the  Leighton  Buzzard  Urban 
District  and  the  Luton  Rural  District,  to  be  served  by  the 
Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital,  Luton  ; the  Borough  of  Bedford, 
the  Ampthill,  Kempston,  Biggleswade  and  Sandy  Urban  Districts, 
and  the  Bedford,  Ampthill  and  Biggleswade  Rural  Districts, 
to  be  served  by  the  Oakley  Hill  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Bedford. 
A maintenance  charge  of  3 guineas  per  patient  per  week  will  be 
paid  by  the  Local  Authority  from  whose  arja  the  patient  is 
admitted. 

Since  1st  April,  1936,  a register  has  been  kept  in  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  admitted 
to  the  Hospitals  in  the  County.  The  information  is  supplied  by 
the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  in  a weekly  return. 
By  means  of  this  register  information  is  readily  available  as  to 
which  hospital  has  accommodation  available  for  the  reception  of 
cases  from  other  districts  when  the  necessity  arises  ; for  example, 
during  July  1936,  the  Oakley  Hill  Isolation  Hospital  was  unable 
to  admit  further  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  arrangements  were 
accordingly  made  with  other  hospitals  in  the  County  for  the 
admission  of  cases  of  diphtheria  from  the  Bedford  area. 

The  County  Council  has  assumed  responsibility  for  the  hospital 
treatment  of  cases  of  Smallpox  and  have  entered  into  arrangements 
with  the  Bedford  Town  Council,  the  Luton  Town  Council  and  the 
Biggleswade  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  provision 
of  accommodation,  and  an  annual  sum  is  paid  to  each  of  these 
bodies  in  respect  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hospitals.  If  and 
when  cases  occur,  the  cost  of  treatment  will  be  a County  charge. 

A trailer  ambulance,  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  smallpox, 
has  been  purchased  by  the  County  Council,  and  is  stationed  at 
the  Highways  Depot,  London  Road,  Bedford. 
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PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  reconstruction  and  extension 
of  tlie  Liiton  Public  Assistance  Institution  and  for  extensions  and 
alterations  at  the  Bedford  Public  Assistance  Institution.  Plans 
have  also  been  prepared  for  building  an  entirely  new  Infirmary  at 
Biggleswade. 

Until  these  extensions  have  been  carried  out  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  close  any  of  the  smaller  Institutions. 

The  following  table  gives  lirief  particulars  of  the  five  Institutions 
in  Bedfordshire  : — 


Name  and  Situation 

Art  a 

or  veil 

No.  of 
Sick 
Wards 

Hods  available  for  sick, 
maternity,  and  mental  cases 
at  31/12/36 

Acreatre 

Pop.  aco. to 
1931  Census 

Men 

Women 

Child- 

ren 

under 

16 

Total 

Ampthill  Public 

Assistance  Institution 
Ampthill 

69,992 

22,151 

6 

49 

28 

1 

78 

Bedford  Public  Assis- 
tance Institution  (St. 
Peters  Hospital)  ,Kim- 
bolton  Rd.,  Bedford... 

118,864 

70,298 

12 

52 

63 

13 

128 

Biggleswade  Public 
Assistance  Institution 
Biggleswade 

58,275 

29,946 

9 

27 

27 

2 

56 

Luton  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  11a,  Dun- 
stable Rd.,  Luton 

39,779 

87,164 

24 

79 

109 

12 

200 

Leighton  Buzzard  Public 
Assistance  Institution , 
Lei ghton  Bu zzard 

16,032 

10,966 

8 

25 

30 

____ 

55 

Total 

302,942 

220,525 

59 

232 

257 

28 

517 

1 

Particulars  of  admissions,  discharges,  etc.,  during  the  year 
are  set  out  below  : — 


Name  of  Institution. 

Patients  in 
on  1 1/36. 

Admissions 
during  the 
year  (in- 
cluding 
infants  born 
in  the 
Institution) 

Deaths. 

Discharges. 

Patients 
remaining 
in  on 
31/12/36. 

Ampthill  

46 

58 

20 

34 

50 

Bedford  

96 

1103 

206 

878 

115 

Biggleswade 

45 

126 

44 

75 

52 

Luton 

147 

781 

148 

619 

161 

Leighton  Buzzard . . . 

30 

51 

17 

26 

38 

Total 

364 

2119 

435 

1632 

416 

The  table  printed  on  the  next  page  gives  information  with 
regard  to  the  classification  of  the  patients  treated  during  1936. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CASES  TREATED  IN  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS  DURING  1936. 
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VOLUNTARY  HOSPITALS. 

No  further  extensions  have  taken  place  at  either  the  Bedford 
County  Hospital  or  the  Bute  Hospital,  Luton. 

As  stated  in  pre\'ious  reports  the  Bute  Hospital  Authorities 
are  taking  steps  to  build  an  enlarged  and  up  to  date  hospital  on 
a site  midway  between  Luton  and  Dunstable.  The  existing 
Bute  Hospital  buildings  have  been  purchased  by  the  County 
Council  for  use  in  connection  with  the  extension  of  tlie  Luton 
Public  Assistance  Institution,  which  occupies  the  adjoining  site. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  following  particulars  witli  regard  to  ambulance  provisions 
for  accident  and  non-infectious  cases  are  included  in  this  Report 
as  a ready  means  of  reference  for  Medical  Officers  and  others 
concerned  : — 


Oimted  by 

Bedfordshire  County  Council 

(Public  Assistance  Committee) 
(Telephone  : Luton  2872) 
(Public  Assistance  Committee) 
(Telephone  : Bedford  3322). 

(National  Insurance  Act 
Committee) 

(Telephone  : Blunham  203) 
(Public  Health,  &c..  Com- 
mittee) 

(Telephone  : Bedford  3201 ) 
Trailer  Ambulance 

Bedford  Corporation 

(Telephone  : Bedford  2222) 

Luton  Corporation 

(Telephone  : Luton  2210  and 

2211) 

British  Red  Cross  Society  ... 

(Telephone  : Dunstable  309) 

St . J ohn  Ambulance  Brigade 

(Telephone  : Leighton  Buz- 

zard 43) 

* London  Brick  Co.  & Forders,  Ltd. 
(Telephone  : Kempston  311) 

*Mr.  J.  H.  Green 

(Telephone  : Hockliffe  212) 


Stationed  at  : — 

Public  Assistance  Institu- 
tion, llA,  Dunstable 
Road,  Luton. 

Public  Assistance  Institu- 
tion, Kimbolton  Rd., 
Bedford. 

County  Sanatorium , 
Mogerhanger  Park 

Highways  Depot,  London 
Road,  Bedford. 

P'ire  Station,  Mill  St., 
Bedford. 

Police  Station,  Luton 

Police  Station,  Dunstable 

Buckmaster’s  Garage, 
Leighton  Buzzard 

Brickworks,  Stewartby, 
near  Bedford. 

Hockliffe  Garage,  Watling 
Street,  Hockliffe. 


* These  are  private  ambulances  and  only  available  for  the  use  of 
the  public  by  arrangement  with  the  owners. 


In  addition  to  the  above  a motor  ambulance  for  the  removal  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  is  attached  to  each  of  the  five  Isolation 
Hospitals  within  the  County,  viz. 

Oakley  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital. 

Biggleswade  Isolation  Hospital. 

Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital. 

Kensworth  Isolation  Hospital. 


Tel.  Bedford  2042. 
Tel.  Luton  328. 

Tel.  Biggleswade  25. 
Tel.  Flitwick  352. 
Tel.  Dunstable  72. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

In  July  1935,  the  recently  formed  Air  Raid  Precautions 
Department  of  the  Home  Office  brought  to  the  notice  of  Local 
Authorities  the  precautionary  measures  which  would  be  necessarv 
for  safeguarding  the  civil  population  against  the  effects  of  air 
attack  in  those  parts  of  the  Country  which  might  be  .subject  to 
attack  by  hostile  aircraft. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  measures  are  wholly  precautionary 
and  are,  in  general  such  as  have  already  been  taken  by  the  majoritv 
of  European  nations  as  well  as  by  countries  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  that  so  long  as  the  possibility  of  attack  exists,  it  is 
necessary  to  create  organisations  to  minimise  the  consequences 
of  attack,  and,  as  it  would  not  be  possible  to  improvise  effective 
measures  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  in  time  of  emergency,  . 
preparations  must  be  made  in  time  of  peace. 

The  general  principle  to  be  followed  in  regard  to  local  organisa- 
tions is  that  each  Local  Authority  should  undertake  those  services 
which  are  related  to  its  normal  functions  and  that  County  Councils 
should  be  the  co-ordinating  Authorities.  Services  which  are 
more  conveniently  organised  by  the  County  as  a whole  e.g. , certain 
medical  provisions,  etc. , will  be  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council. 

The  organisation  required  for  each  area  for  the  treatment  of 
air  raid  casualties  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  includes  the  following  : — 

(a ) First  aid  parties  available  to  be  despatched  to  any  place 
where  air  raid  casualties  have  occurred. 

(b ) First  aid  posts  to  which  persons  with  comparatively  minor 
injuries,  or  suffering  slightly  from  gas,  or  with  con- 
taminated clothing,  could  walk  or  be  carried  for  treatment 
and,  if  necessary,  change  of  clothing. 

(c)  “ Casualty  clearing  hospitals  ” to  which  more  serious 
cases  could  be  taken  by  ambulance,  and  if  not  fit  for 
immediate  transfer  to  base  hospitals,  detained  and  treated. 

(d)  “ Base  hospitals,”  situated  as  far  as  possible  outside 
areas  of  special  danger,  for  cases  evacuated  from  casualty 
clearing  hospitals. 


(c)  An  ambulance  service  for  use  in  conjunction  witli  first  aid 
parties  and  for  the  mo\'ement  of  stretcher  cases  from  first 
aid  posts  to  casualty  clearing  hospitals  and  from  casualty 
clearing  hospitals  to  base  hospitals. 

{f)  Laundry,  d:c.,  services  for  the  decontamination  of 
contaminated  clothing. 

(g)  A clerical  organisation  for  keeping  records  of  casualties, 
their  property  and  valuables,  and  their  places  of  treatment. 

Conferences  attended  by  all  the  District  Medical  Officers 
within  the  County  have  been  held  and  Schemes  prepared  dealing 
with  the  medical  section  of  the  organisation  on  a uniform  basis, 
a summary  of  which  is  given  below  : — 

(a)  It  is  estimated  that  approximately  100  first  aid  })arties 
will  be  required  for  the  County  with  a total  trained 
personnel  of  approximately  600  men. 

(h)  It  is  estimated  that  approximately  40  hrst  aid  posts  will 
be  required  with  a total  personnel  (trained  and  untrained) 
of  approximately  2,000  individuals. 

(c)  The  following  hospitals  have  been  selected  as  “ Casualty 
Clearing  Hospitals  ’ ' : — 

Bedford  County  Hospital. 

Bute  Hospital,  Luton. 

St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Bedford. 

Streatley  Casual  Wards. 

The  Ampthill,  Biggleswade,  Luton  and  Leighton 

Buzzard  Public  Assistance  Infirmaries. 

The  Home  Office  estimate  the  number  of  hospital  beds 
required  for  casualties  in  the  County  at  the  outset  of  an 
emergency  to  be  78,  and  195  after  28  days. 

(d)  It  is  proposed  to  establish  two  “ Base  Hospitals  ” in 
the  County,  one  at  Wrest  Park,  Silsoe,  and  the  other  at 
the  County  Sanatorium,  Mogerhanger  Park. 

The  Home  Office  estimate  the  number  of  beds  required 
at  ‘ ‘ Base  Hospitals  ’ ’ in  the  County  at  the  outset  of  an 
emergency  to  be  39,  and  470  after  28  days. 

(e)  The  existing  ambulance  provisions  within  the  County 
will  be  augmented  by  auxiliary  ambulances. 

(f ) Arrangements  will  be  made  with  laundries,  etc.,  for 
dealing  with  contaminated  clothing. 

(g ) Clerical  Staffs  for  keeping  the  necessary  records  will  be 
enrolled. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  reference  above  to  the  personnel 
required  for  casualty  services  that  a large  number  of  persons 
must  be  enrolled  and  trained  for  their  respective  duties.  Lectures 
have  already  been  given  to  detachments  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  Lectures  are  also 
being  given  to  Medical  Practitioners,  dentists,  nurses  and  others. 


DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF 

HEALTH . 

Particulars  of  the  Scheme  made  by  the  County  Council  under 
Section  58  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  and  Section  111 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  for  securing,  that  every 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  subsequently  appointed  for  a District 
shall  be  restricted  by  the  terms  of  his  employment  from  engaging 
in  private  practice  as  a Medical  Practitioner  were  fully  set  out  on 
page  59  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1934. 

No  new  appointments  were  made  during  the  year  under  review. 

A list  of  the  Medical  Officers  serving  the  several  local  sanitary 
districts  at  the  present  time  will  be  found  on  page  9 of  this  Report. 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  MEDICAL 
DOMICILIARY  TREATMENT. 


No  change  has  been  made  in  the  procedure  adopted  for  admini- 
stering this  service. 

A list  of  the  Public  Assistance  District  Medical  Officers  and 
their  Districts  will  be  found  on  page  8 of  this  Report. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925i 

(Section  73) 

During  1934  the  attention  of  the  local  sanitary  authorities  was 
called  to  the  appearance  from  time  to  time  of  rag  and  bone  dealers 
in  the  Rural  Districts,  usually  from  London,  collecting  rags  and 
bones  from  children  in  exchange  for  toys,  balloons  and  the  like. 

Section  73  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  makes  it  an  offence 
for  such  dealers  to  give  toys  in  exchange  from  carts  containing 
rags,  etc.,  as  vermin  and  contagion  are  likely  to  be  spread  as  a 
consequence,  and  proceedings  under  this  Section  can  only  be  taken 
by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district  in  which  the  offence 
is  committed,  such  Authorities  having  no  power  to  delegate  the 
prosecution  to  the  Police. 


BLIND  WELFARE. 

No  alterations  were  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Blind  Persons  Act  during  the  year,  which  is  under- 
taken by  the  North  and  South  Bedfordshire  Societies  for  the 
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Welfare  of  the  Blind  in  their  respective  areas.  During  the  year 
the  latter  Society  took  possession  of  new  headquarters  in  \\dlliamson 
Street,  Luton.  There  are  4 certiheated  Home  teachers  who  are 
engaged  in  visiting  the  blind  in  their  own  homes.  They  made 
7,130  visits  during  the  year.  The  Home  Teachers  give  help  and 
advice  and  also  lessons  in  reading  from  Braille,  handcraft  work, 
such  as  hand  and  machine  knitting,  rug  making,  rush  and  cane 
chair  seating,  mat  making,  basket  making  and  pastime  occupations. 
Five  of  the  blind  persons  are  registered  as  Home  Workers,  but 
several  others  do  saleable  work.  In  addition  many  voluntary 
helpers  throughout  the  County  render  invaluable  service  in  many 
ways. 

The  response  of  the  public  to  the  various  efforts  of  the  Societies 
to  raise  voluntary  funds  has  again  been  very  commendable. 


Register  of  Blind  Persons. 

A Register  is  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  all  blind  persons 
in  the  County. 

On  March  31st,  1936,  there  were  404  registered  blind  persons 
residing  in  the  County. 

During  the  year  38  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  and  52 
cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  on  31st  March,  1937,  was 
therefore  418. 


The  ages  and  sexes  of  these  418  blind  persons  are  as  follows  : — 


0—  4 ... 

5—16  ... 

16—21 
21—40  ... 

40—50  . . . 

50—65  ... 

65—70  ... 

70  and  over 


Males. 

6 

4 

24 

25 
46 
15 
68 


Females. 

1 

3 

2 

12 

17 

62 

30 

103 


Total  188  230 


The  numbers  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

North  Beds I73 

South  Beds 245 

The  number  on  the  register  includes  21  blind  persons  in  Institu- 
tions in  the  County , and  6 children  at  Schools  for  the  Blind  outside 
the  County. 

The  medical  certiheate  prescribed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  is 
used  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  when  reporting  on  new  cases 
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Workshops  for  the  Blind 

The  Workshops  for  the  Blind  at  the  premises  of  the  South 
Bcdfordsliire  Society  at  Luton  were  closed  on  the  opening  of  the 
County  Workshops  for  the  Blind  in  Leicester  Road,  Luton. 

The  formal  opening  ceremony  was  performed  by  County  Alderman 
j . H . Staddon  on  the  1 9th  October , 1 936 , and  on  the  3 1 st  December , 
1936,  there  were  15  blind  people  employed  at  the  Workshops  in 
flat  and  round  machine  knitting,  chair  caning  and  rushing,  basket 
making,  brush  making,  bee  skep  making,  mat  making,  and  wood 
chopping. 

The  Staff  of  the  Workshops  consists  of  a Sighted  Foreman,  a 
Salesman-Driver,  Sighted  Female  Assistant,  and  a Caretaker- 
Handyman. 

No  difficulty  in  the  disposal  of  the  goods  made  at  the  Workshops 
by  the  blind  persons  exists,  as  the  Workshops  receive  the  whole- 
hearted support  of  the  various  Departments  of  the  County  Council, 
the  Luton  Corporation , and  many  of  the  large  Business  Houses  in 
Luton.  The  two  Societies  also  render  considerable  assistance  in 
the  disposal  of  goods. 

There  are  five  Blind  persons  receiving  training  at  various  Blind 
Institutions  in  the  Country  in  basket  making,  chair  caning,  brush 
making  and  machine  knitting. 


Unemployable  Blind. 

The  Voluntary  Societies  have,  during  the  year  under  review, 
considered  the  circumstances  of  all  unemployable  blind  persons 
and,  where  necessary,  have  made  grants  in  money  or  kind  to  meet 
the  needs  of  each  particular  case  as  far  as  possible.  Since  the 
1st  October,  1931 , all  the  blind  persons  (except  those  in  Institutions) 
who  hitherto  had  received  assistance  through  the  various 
Guardians  Committees , have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Voluntary 
Societies.  The  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  have  now  at  the 
request  of  the  Minister  of  Health  formulated  Regulations  for  the 
provision  of  such  assistance. 

Books  for  the  Blind. 

These  are  supplied  on  loan  by  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind.  The  Voluntary  Societies  pay  the  necessary  fees. 


Social  Events,  etc. 

Besides  the  Annual  Summer  Outings,  Social  gatherings  such 
as  reading  circles,  teas,  etc.,  have  been  arranged  and  additional 
wireless  sets  have  been  supplied. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Although  under  the  Scheme  the  duties  are  confined  to  those  who 
are  certified  to  be  blind,  the  two  Societies  consider  the  prevention 
of  blindness  to  be  part  of  their  work  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
provide  suitable  glasses  or  treatment.  Lists  of  observation 
cases  ” are  kept. 

The  County  Council  have  delegated  their  powers  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  in  relation  to  the  prevention  of  blindness,  to 
the  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee,  and  the  question  of  the  formula- 
tion of  a Scheme  for  the  whole  County  under  that  Act  is  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Committee. 

Inspection. 

Prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  the  work  of  the  Societies  was  inspected  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  This  duty  now  falls  upon  the  Blind  Persons  Act 
Committee  of  the  County  Council  who  have  requested  their  Chair- 
man to  make  the  necessary  periodical  inspections. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT,  1930. 

One  of  the  main  objects  of  this  Act  is  the  early  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  mental  disease  in  its  incipient  stage  without 
having  recourse  to  the  Lunacy  Acts, 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception  of  both  " volun- 
tary” and  “temporary”  patients  at  the  Three  Counties  Hospital, 
Arlesey . 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  County  Council  to  deal  with 
matters  arising  under  the  Act,  have  arranged  for  two  Out-Patient 
Mental  Treatment  Clinics  in  the  County  to  be  held  at  Bedford  and 
Luton  respectively.  Dr.  N.  McDiarmid,  the  Medical  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Three  Counties  Hospital,  has  been  appointed  as  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  these  Clinics.  The  Luton  Clinic  is  held  at 
the  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  17  Church  Street,  Luton, 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Friday  in  each  month  at  2.15  p.m., 
and  the  Bedford  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Isolation  Block  of  the  County 
Hospital  every  Thursday  at  2.30  p.m.  the  first  .session  being  held 
on  15th  October,  1936. 

Dr.  McDiarmid  reports  that  the  Bedford  Clinic  is  now  an 
established  success  and  the  number  of  patients  attending  is  steadily 
increasing.  During  the  two  and  a half  months  the  Clinic  was 
open  in  1936,  sixteen  patients  attended,  the  total  number  of 
attendances  being  41  The  number  of  patients  attending  the 
Luton  Clinic  during  1936  was  twenty-six  and  the  total  number 
of  attendances  73. 

Dr  McDiarmid  points  out  that  the  small  number  of  patients 
attending  the  Luton  Clinic,  especially  when  one  considers  the 
population  of  Luton  is  over  85,000,  is  very  disappointing  and  is 
largely  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  clinic  is  not  held  at  the 
general  hospital.  
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1927. 

Information  with  regard  to  cases  suspected  to  be  suffering  from 
mental  deficiency  is  received  from  various  sources,  viz.  the  School 
Medical  Officers,  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  Health  Visitors,  School  Teachers,  Social  Workers,  Police, 
and  others. 

The  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the  Mentally  Defective  also 
receives  notifications  from  the  County  Education  Committee,  the 
Bedford  Education  Committee,  and  the  Luton  Education 
Committee,  in  respect  of  mentally  defective  persons  between  the 
ages  of  7 and  16  residing  in  their  respective  areas.  Certain  types 
of  mentally  defective  children  are  capable  of  receiving  benefit  from 
instruction  in  a special  school  or  class  under  Section  56  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921.  For  these  cases,  the  respective  Education 
Committees  are  responsible  until  the  age  of  16  years  is  reached, 
after  which  a proportion  of  these  cases  require  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Committee  for  the  care  of  the  Mentally  Defective,  to  whom 
they  are  notified.  Such  cases  are  investigated  and  those  found  to 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  are  dealt 
with  either  by  supervision  in  their  own  homes,  by  being  placed 
under  guardianship,  or  admitted  to  an  approved  Institution. 

Where  the  defectives  behaviour  and  the  conditions  under  which 
they  are  living  are  considered  to  be  satisfactory,  they  can  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  by  being  placed  under 
guardianship,  the  defectives  parents  or  other  suitable  persons 
being  made  the  legal  guardians. 

This  procedure,  in  addition  to  giving  greater  control  over  the 
defective,  permits  the  Council  to  make  a regular  payment  towards 
the  cost  of  maintenance,  thus  enabling  cases  to  remain  at  home 
which  otherwise  would  have  to  be  admitted  to  an  Institution  or 
receive  assistance  through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  for  any  necessary  treatment  to  be 
given  by  the  patient ’s  own  medical  practitioner.  Cases  remaining 
in  their  homes  receive  periodical  visits  from  either  the  County 
Council  s Health  Visitors  or  the  Lady  Superintendent  of  the 
Bedfordshire  Voluntary  Association.  At  these  visits,  suggestions 
are  made  as  to  how  the  time  of  the  defectives  can  best  be  occupied 
and  instruction  in  rug  making,  knitting,  etc.,  is  given  in  suitable 
cases.  The  visits  are  much  appreciated  by  the  parents  and  have 
a good  influence  on  the  defectives.  Reports  are  furnished  and  in 
cases  where  it  is  found  to  be  necessary  other  action  is  taken. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  the  numbers  of  defectives 
in  Institutions  or  under  guardianship  as  at  31st  December,  1936: — 


In  Certifted  Institutions  : — • 


71 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Brornham  House,  Bedford 
Bedford  Public  Assistance  Institu- 

12 

— 

12 

t ion.  •••  •••  ••• 

Leighton  Buzzard  Public  Assistance 

' ■ ■ 

13 

13 

Institution 

— 

3 

3 

Stoke  Park  Colony,  Bristol 

14 

13 

27 

Whittington  Hall,  Chesterheld  ... 

22 

9 

31 

Cell  Barnes  Colony , St . Albans  . . . 

— 

14 

14 

Coldeast  Colony , Southampton  . . . 

— 

7 

7 

Girls’  Village  Home,  Barkings ide 
The  Royal  Earlswood  Institution, 

4 

4 

Surrey 

3 

— 

3 

Caterham  Mental  Hospital,  Surrey 

1 

1 

2 

St.  Mary’s  Home,  Alton... 

— 

1 

1 

Rock  Hall  House,  Bath  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Hermitage  Training  Home,  Sussex 

— 

1 

1 

Seafield  House , Near  Liverpool  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Mount  Tabor  Home,  Basingstoke... 

— 

1 

1 

Chasefield  Laundry  Home,  Bristol 

— 

1 

1 

Hillside  Certified  Institution,  Herts 

1 

— 

1 

Hortham  Colony , Bristol  ... 

1 

1 

2 

The  Wordsley  Institution , Staffs.... 

1 

— 

1 

In  Rampton  State  Institution 

13 

4 

17 

Under  Guardianship 

2 

6 

8 

71 

80 

151 

Of  the  above,  three  males  and  three  females  were  on  leave  of 
absence  from  Certihed  Institutions  on  31st  December,  1936,  and 
also  one  female  on  leave  from  Guardianship. 


BROMHAM  HOUSE  COLONY. 

The  Bedfordshire  and  Northamptonshire  Joint  Board  for  the 
Mentally  Defective  have  provided  accommodation  at  Brornham 
House,  Near  Bedford,  for  24  high  grade  male  mentally  defectives, 
10  of  whom  are  Bedfordshire  patients. 

The  Joint  Board  is  erecting  a colony  to  accommodate  260  patients 
and  building  operations  commenced  in  July,  1935.  It  is  expected 
that  the  work  will  be  completed  in  the  Autumn  of  1937.  It  is 
proposed  to  admit  patients  of  all  types  of  mental  Jdehciency  of 
both  sexes. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND 
REGULATIONS. 

As  a ready  means  of  reference  information  as  to  Adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  which  are  in  force  in  the 
various  sanitary  districts  in  the  County  is  given  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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District 

(D 

(U 

Ct 

43 

u 

CD 

TD 

u 

• 

T3 

T3 

CD 

is 

CD 

if 

2 

c 

C 

5 

rv  03 

6-e 

43 

a 2 

e ? 

1 s 

Ih 

CJ  rj 

-M  G 

C.G 

G 

F 

O u 

■*-'  b 

N 

G ^ 

• Bf  N 

G 

2 u 

0 

■4-» 

^ 43 
Z u 

cq  D 

OQ  X 

CQ  D 

CQ 

rr 

^ ' 

(/'  2- 

Adoptive  Acts 

. 

I’ublic  Health  Act,  1890 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 

♦ 

* 

* 

>l< 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Act,  1890  

Infectious  Diseases  Notification 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

* 

Act 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 

* 

* 

1 

Act,  1907,  Parts  H,  HI,  IV 
and  \'  ... 

* 

* 

* 

* 

>«< 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 

Act,  1907,  Sections  61  and  67 

♦ 

>!< 

* 

♦ 

Notiheation  of  Births  Act,  1907 
Baths  and  Wash-houses  Act, 

♦ 

* 

1907  

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts 

♦ 

♦ 

II,  III,  IV,  and  V 

* 

* 

* 

■K 

♦ 

★ 

Special  Acts 

Luton  Corporation  Act,  1911  ... 

♦ 

Byelaws  and  Regulations 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 
Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets, 

* 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

* 

Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cess- 
pools 

>i< 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

Removal  of  Refuse  and  Noxious 

Matter  ... 

>!< 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  ... 

* 

* 

Cleansing  of  Footways... 

Pleasure  Grounds 

Parks,  Walks  and  other  Recre- 

* 

>l< 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

* 

ation  Grounds  ... 

* 

Spitting  ... 

* 

Offensive  Trades... 

★ 

♦ 

* 

Smoke  Abatement 

Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings 

* 

* 

♦ 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

★ 

t¥ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

Ventilation  of  Buildings 

♦ 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ... 
Underground  Sleeping  Rooms  ... 

* 

♦ 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

★ 

* 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

Paving  of  Yards  and  Open  Spaces 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

* 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire... 

* 

Nursing  Homes  ... 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops, 

c.c. 

c .c. 

* 

C.C. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

C.C. 

c.c. 

etc . •••  •••  •••  ••• 

« 

♦ 

* 

★ 

♦ 

Slaughter  Houses 
Regulations  under  Diseases  of 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

! 

1 

Animals  Acts  and  Glanders 
Order,  1907 

♦ 

Keeping  of  Animals 

>)• 

* 

♦ 

Keeping  of  Swine 

♦ 

Regulations  as  to  movement  of 

vSheep  ... 

Regulation  of  Cattle  Market]  ... 

♦ 

i 

Nuisances  by  Dogs 

* 

c.c. 

Emplo^mient  of  Children 
Preventing  of  Waste,  etc.  of 

c.c. 

c.c. 

♦ 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c .c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

♦ 

c.c. 

3,t0r*  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

♦ 

i 

1 

**  Denotes  in  force  in  this  area. 

c.c.  Denotes 

in  force  by  County  Council. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION) 

ACT  ,191 5. 

Lender  the  above  Act  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  any 
Local  Authority  who  has  reason  to  suspect  that  tuberculosis  is 
caused,  or  is  likely  to  be  caused,  by  the  consumption  of  any  milk 
which  is  being  sold,  or  exposed,  or  kept,  for  sale  within  the  area 
of  the  Local  Authority,  should  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  source, 
or  sources,  of  the  supply,  and  on  ascertaining  the  facts  should 
forthwith  give  notice  of  them  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  On  receipt  of  such  information  the  County  Medical 
Officer  at  once  notifies  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer,  who  arranges 
an  early  examination  of  all  milk  producing  animals  on  the  farm, 
or  farms.  Samples  of  milk  are  collected  from  cows  thought  to 
be  suspicious,  and  group  samples  are  taken  from  the  remainder 
of  the  Herd  for  examination. 

Where  tubercle  bacilli  are  discovered  arrangements  are  made 
for  the  immediate  slaughter  of  the  affected  animals.  The  results 
of  all  investigations  are  communicated  to  the  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Local  Authorities  concerned. 

During  the  period  under  review  two  such  cases  were  reported. 
Investigations  showed  that  the  herds  were  found  to  be  clinically 
sound.  The  records,  however,  showed,  in  each  case,  that  a cow 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  had  been  reported  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  and  subsequently  slaughtered 
between  the  date  of  the  original  sample  being  taken  and  notification 
being  received  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925. 

Seventy-one  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  as  compared  with  93  in  1935. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

The  County  Register  containing  the  names  of  registered  cow 
keepers  is  kept  in  the  Public  Health  Department.  Sanitary 
Authorities  are  required  to  notify  the  County  Council  of  all 
alterations  made  in  their  registers  of  cow  keepers  so  that  the 
central  register  may  be  kept  up  to  date.  The  number  of  registered 
cow  keepers  on  the  County  Register  on  31st  December,  1936, 
was  651. 

The  approximate  number  of  dairy  cattle  in  the  County  as  given 
in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Returns  is  14,500. 

The  Scheme  approved  by  the  County  Council  for  the  routine 
clinical  examination  of  the  milk  producing  herds  within  the 
County  provides  for  four  such  routine  examinations  to  take  place 
annually.  A Veterinary  Department  was  established  for  this 
purpose  on  21st  May,  1936,  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  being 
Mr.  Donald  Johnston,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 
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Prior  to  the  commencement  of  routine  veterinary  examination, 
the  practice  of  taking  samples  of  milk  from  herds  in  various 
parts  of  the  County  and  submitting  them  for  examination  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  was  continued.  Forty-three 
such  samples  were  taken  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year, 
all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDER,  1936. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  revoking  the 
Orders  of  1923  and  1934,  came  into  operation  o i the  1st  June,  1936. 

This  new  Order  revises  the  then  existing  system  of  milk  grading, 
and  prescribes  the  following  Special  Designations  for  milk  : — 

“ Tuberculin  Tested.”  The  conditions  for  this  grade  are  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  those  previously  prescribed  for  Grade  A 
(Tuberculin  Tested)  milk.  It  is  milk  from  cows  which  have 
passed  verterinary  examination  and  a tuberculin  test,  and  it  mav 
be  bottled  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere. 

The  milk  must  satisfy  a prescribed  methylene  blue  reduction 
test  for  cleanliness  and  must  contain  no  coliform  bacillus  in  one- 
hundredth  of  a millilitre. 

If  pasteurised,  it  must  be  described  as  ” Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  (Pasteurised)  ” and  must  not  contain  more  than  30,000 
bacteria  per  millilitre.  If  it  is  bottled  on  the  farm  the  word 
” (Certified)  ” may  be  added  to  its  description. 

” Accredited  ” The  conditions  for  this  grade  are  similar  to 
those  prescribed  in  the  Order  of  1923  for  Grade  A milk.  It  is 
raw  milk  from  cows  which  have  passed  a veterinary  examination  ; 
it  may  be  bottled  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere.  It  must  satisfy  the 
same  bacteriological  tests  as  are  prescribed  for  raw  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk. 

” Pasteurised.”  This  designation  is  applicable  both  where 
” Accredited  ” milk  and  where  ungraded  milk  is  pasteurised  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Order.  The  conditions 
are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  Order  of  1923,  except  that 
further  conditions  are  imposed  with  regard  to  thermometers  and 
temperature  records . 

The  designations,  ” Certified,”  ” Grade  A (Tuberculin 
Tested),”  and  ” Grade  A ” are  abolished. 

In  conjunction  with  the  County  Agricultural  Organiser  and 
the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer,  a pamphlet  explaining  the  chief 
provisions  of  the  Order  was  prepared  and  distributed  to  milk 
producers.  This  pamphlet  also  gave  full  details  of  the  procedure 
to  be  adopted  by  those  wishing  to  obtain  licences  for  the  pro- 
duction of  designated  milk. 
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Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

On  and  after  1st  June,  1936,  County  Councils  became  the 
Licensing  Authorities  in  respect  of  “Tuberculin  Tested ' ’ Milk  , prior 
to  which  date  such  licences  were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

On  the  31st  December,  1936,  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
County  of  Bedford  licensed  as  producers  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  " 
Milk  was  9. 


Accredited  Milk. 

The  introduction  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Accredited 
Producers.  Scheme  resulted  in  a large  number  of  applications 
being  received  for  ‘‘  Accredited  ’’  Licences.  A considerable 
amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  had  to  be  devoted  to 
the  inspection  of  premises,  etc.  In  many  instances  the  County 
Agricultural  Organiser  had  personally  visited  the  farms  and  given 
advice  on  methods  of  clean  milk  production. 

On  the  31st  December,  1936,  there  were,  in  the  County,  76 
producers  holding  licences  for  the  production  of  ‘ ' Accredited  ” milk  , 
27  new  licences  having  been  issued  during  the  year. 

Three  hundred  and  eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  Licences  for  designated  milk , parti- 
culars of  which  are  given  below  : — 


Source  of  Supply 

Total. 

Result  of  Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Milk  produced  by  herds  of 
intending  applicants  for 
licences  ... 

40 

31 

9 

Milk  produced  by  herds  of 
applicants  for  licences 

55 

40 

15 

Milk  produced  by  desig- 
nated herds 

213 

159 

54 

Total 

308 

230 

78 

It  will  be  seen  that  74.65%  of  the  samples  of  designated  milk 
were  up  to  the  required  standard,  whilst  the  remaining  25.35% 
fell  below  the  standard  for  designated  milk. 


SCHOOL  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  Scheme  whereby  scholars  are  able  to  receive  one-third 
of  a pint  of  fresh  milk  for  one  halfpenny  is  now  in  operation  at 
84  schools  in  the  County.  A census  taken  in  October,  1936, 
revealed  that  5033  scholars  were  participating  in  the  Scheme 
as  compared  with  4,359  at  the  same  time  in  1935.  In  43  schools 
independent  arrangements  have  been  made  for  2 ,007  scholars 
to  receive  milk  or  milk  preparations. 
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Before  an  arrangement  can  be  entered  into  by  the  Mead  Teacher 
for  a supply  of  milk  under  the  Scheme,  the  approv'al  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  be  obtained.  Approval  has  only 
been  given  after  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  local  Sanitary  district  in  which  the  school  is  situated,  and 
after  careful  investigation,  and  when  the  milk  is  of  a standard 
of  cleanliness  equal  to  that  of  “ Accredited.” 

The  herds  from  which  the  Schools  are  supplied,  are  examined 
four  times  a year  by  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  the 
methods  of  production  by  the  dairyman  supplying  the  schools 
have  been  kept  under  constant  supervision,  regular  inspections 
being  made  of  the  cow  sheds  and  dairies.  The  Schools  are  supplied 
by  seventeen  ” Accredited  ” herds  and  thirty-one  non-accredited 
herds. 

Routine  milk  samples  have  been  taken  from  every  school  milk 
producer  in  the  County.  Of  the  57  samples  of  milk  taken  from  the 
non-accredited  herds  during  the  year,  39  were  of  the  required 
standard.  In  those  instances  where  the  milk  samples  proved 
to  be  below  the  standard  required  for  ‘ ‘ Accredited  ’ ’ milk , the 
producer  was  notified  and  further  samples  taken. 

In  the  event  of  the  milk  continuing  to  be  below  the  required 
standard,  approval  to  the  supply  of  such 'milk  has  been  withdrawn. 

During  the  year  such  a course  was  only  necessary'  in  one  instance. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


The  following  table  is  a suininary  of  the  number,  nature,  and 
results  of  analysis  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst 
during  193(S. 


Article  Submitted  for 
A nalysis 

No.  of 
Genuine 

Samples  (627)- 

No.  of 
Adulterated 
Samples  (21). 

Hemarks  as  to  Adulteration. 

Almonds 

(Ground)  ... 

3 

Apricots  (Dried) 

2 

Arrowroot 

2 

Bacon 

8 

Balsam  Aniseed. . . 

1 

Balsam 

Mentholated 

1 

Beef  (Corned ) ... 

3 

Bicarbonate  of 

Soda 

o 

Biscuits  ... 

24 

Bisto 

2 

Bourn  vita 

1 

Brawn 

1 

Brawn 

1 

Sulphur  di-oxide  82 

parts  per  million. 

Dismissed  under  the 

Probation  of  Offenders 

Act,  1907. 

To  pay  costs  8/-. 

Butter 

14 

Cake 

14 

Cakeoma 

3 

Capers  ( French ) . . . 

1 

Cascara  Sagrada 

1 

Cheese 

21 

Cherries  (Bottled) 

1 

Cherries  (Glace) 

1 

Chocolate 

3 

Cinnamon 

1 

Cloves  (Ground) 

1 

Cocoa 

8 

Coffee 

10 

Coffee  and 

Chicory 

4 

Cornflakes 

2 

Cornflour 

2 

Crab  Dressed 

( Canned ) 

1 

Cream  (Canned) 

5 

Cream 

Horserad  ish 

1 

Cream,  Ice 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar. . . 

1 

Crush,  Lemon  ... 

1 

Crystals 

(Lemonade) 

3 

Cubes  (Oxo) 

2 

Currants... 

17 

Dates,  Chocolate 

Covered 

1 

Dressing  Salad  ... 

1 

Egg  Substitute  ... 

1 
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TABLE  OF  SUMMARY.— 


Article  Submitted 
for  Analyeis. 

No.  of 
Genuine 
Samples  ('627) 

No.  of 
Adulterated 
Samples  (21). 

Remarks  a«  to  Adulteration. 

Essence  of  Lemon 

2 

Extract  (Malt  and 

Hops) 

1 

Faggotts 

1 

F igs , Syrup  of  ... 

2 

Flakes,  Corn 

1 

Flour 

3 

Flour  of 

Brimstone  ... 

1 

Flour 

(self-raising) 

9 

Flour,  Pea 

1 

Fruit  Mixed 

(Dried) 

1 

. 

Galantine 

1 

Ginger  (Ground) 

6 

Glycerine 

1 

Glycerine,  Lemon 

and  Ipecac  . . . 

1 

Ham 

1 

Honey 

4 

Herrings  in 

Tomato 

(Canned ) ... 

1 

Icefoam  ... 

1 

Inhalant  Vapour 

1 

Iodine,  Tincture 

of 

1 

J am 

17 

Jelly  

5 

Jelly  Calvesfeet... 

1 

Kako  

1 

Kernals  (Barley) 

1 

Ketchup 

(Mushroom) 

1 

Ketchup 

(Tomato)  ... 

2 

Lard  

10 

Lemon  Barley  . . . 

1 

Liniment,  Tooth 

1 

Loaf  Raisin 

Ginger 

2 

Loganberries 

(Canned ) ... 

1 

Macaroni 

3 

Margarine 

8 

Marmite  ... 

3 

Milk  

85 

Milk  

1 

Fat  abstracted  7.0% . 

Warning  sent.  ... 

Milk  

1 

Fat  abstracted  9.6% . 

Case  dismissed. 

Milk  

1 

Fat  abstracted  3.3% . 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Milk  

1 

Fat  abstracted  10.0%. 

No  action. 

Milk  

1 

Added  water  9.0% . 

Fined  10/-. 

Costs  ;/;4/12/0d. 
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TABLE  OF  SUMMARY.— 


Article  Submitted  for 
Analysis. 

No.  of 
Genuine 
Samples  (627)* 

No.  of 
Adulterated 
Samples  (21). 

Itemarks  as  to  adulteration. 

Milk 

1 

Added  water  8.6% . 
P'at  abstracted  1 1 .3%  . 
P'ined  10/-. 

Costs  ^'4/12/0. 

Milk  

1 

P'at  abstracted  22.0%  . 
P'ined  1/0/0. 

Costs  8/-. 

Milk  

1 

P'at  abstracted  2.0%  . 
Warned . 

Milk  

1 

P'at  abstracted  9.0%  . 
Case  dismissed. 

Milk  

1 

P'at  abstracted  8.0%  . 
Warned . 

Milk  

1 

P'at  abstracted  3.0%  . 
Vendor  warned. 

Milk  

1 

Fat  abstracted  5.6%  . 
^'endor  warned. 

Milk  

1 

Added  water  4.5%  . 
\’endor  warned. 

Milk  

1 

Fat  abstracted  15%  . 
M'arning  letter  sent 
(no  proceedings). 

Milk 

1 

Added  water  19.7%  . 
Fined  £2  ; 2 Gns.  costs. 

Milk 

Milk  Condensed 
Pull  Cream... 
Milk  Condensed... 
Sweetened 
Skimmed  ... 
Milket 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Added  water  5.1%  . 
Y'arning  letter  sent. 

Milk  Malted 

1 

Mustard  ... 

2 

• •• 

Mustard  ... 

Mustard 

( Prepared ) . . . 

1 

1 

Starch  and  Farinaceous 
matter  foreign  ' to 
genuine  mustard.  No 
proceedings.  (Sold  as 
mixed  article). 

Mustard  Prepared 

1 

Sulphur  di-oxide  ' 329 
parts  per  million. 
Informal  sample. 
Subsequent  formal 
sample  proved  to  be 
genuine. 

Mustard  Prepared 

Nico-cin 
Nuts,  Chewing 
Chocolate 
Covered 

Oats 

Oats,  Quaker 
Oil,  Castor 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Sulphur  di-oxide  302 
parts  per  million. 
Warning  letter  sent. 

Oil,  Olive 

2 
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TABLE  OF  SUMMARY,  continued. 


1 Articles  Submitted  for 
1 Analysis 

No.  of 
Gfenuine 
Samples  (627) 

No.  of 
•\  dulterated 
Samples  (21). 

Hcrnarks  as  to  Adulteration. 

1 Oranges  (Canned) 

1 

1 Ovaltine... 

1 

1 Paste,  Fish 

4 

1 Paste,  Cheese  and 

1 Tomato 

1 

1 Pastilles 

1 (Antiseptic) 

1 

1 Peaches  (Canned ) 

1 

1 Peaches  (Dried) 

2 

1 Peas  (Canned)  ... 

2 

1 Peas  (Bottled)  ... 

1 

1 Peel,  Lemon 

1 

1 Peel,  Candied  ... 

2 

1 Pepper  ... 

9 

1 Pickles  ... 

2 

1 Piccalilli 

1 

1 Pie,  Pork 

1 

1 Pikanti  ... 

1 

1 Pilchards 

1 (Canned ) ... 

1 

1 Pilchards  in 

1 Tomato  Sauce 

1 

1 Pilchards  in 

1 Tomato 

1 Sauce 

1 (Canned ) ... 

1 

1 Plums,  Greengage 

1 (Canned ) ... 

1 

1 Plums, 

1 Californian 

1 (Dried) 

1 

1 Powder,  Baking 

3 

1 Powder,  Custard 

6 

1 Powder,  Egg 

1 Substitute  . . . 

1 

1 Powder,  Gravy  ... 

1 

1 Powder,  Stomach 

1 

1 Prunes  (Dried)  .;. 

6 

I Pudding, 

1 Chocolate  . . . 

1 

1 Pudding,  Golden 

1 

1 Pudding,  Plum  ... 

1 

I Quinine  Amon.  ... 

1 Tinct. 

1 

1 Raisins  ... 

9 

1 Raspberryade  . . . 

1 

1 Rice 

3 

1 Rice,  Flaked 

4 

1 Rice,  Ground  ... 

2 

1 Roll,  Meat 

2 

1 Roll,  Salmon 

1 Luncheon  ... 

1 

1 Roll,  Swiss 

1 

1 Ryvita,  Chocolate 

1 

1 Salad,  Fruit 

1 (Canned)  ... 

1 

1 Salmon  (Canned) 

4 

1 SS/lt  • ♦ • . • • 

2 
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TABLE  OF  SUMMARY.  — continued . 


Articles  Submilteii  for 
Analysis. 

No.  of 
Genuine 
Samples  (627) 

No.  of 
Adulterated 
Samples  (21). 

Remarks  as  to  Adulteration. 

Salt,  Table 

1 

Salts,  Epsom  ... 

1 

Salts,  Glauber  ... 

1 

Salts,  Health  ... 

1 

Sandwich,  Sponge 

3 

Sardines  ... 

1 

Sauce 

6 

Sauce,  Mint 

1 

Sausages 

6 

Sherbert  ... 

1 

Seeds , Carraway 

1 

Semolina... 

1 

Spice,  Mixed 

3 

Spice,  Pickling 

1 

Squash,  Orange 

1 

Suet,  Beef 

(Flaked) 

5 

Suet,  Shredded  ... 

3 

Sugar 

36 

Sugar,  Icing 

1 

Sultanas... 

10 

Sweets 

28 

Swiss  Roll  ... 

6 

Tablets,  Aspirin 

1 

Tapioca  ... 

3 

Tea 

23 

Tizer 

1 

Tomatoes 

( Canned ) ... 

1 

Tongue,  Calves 

1 

Trex 

2 

Vinegar  ... 

11 

Vinegar  ... 

1 

Sulphur  di-oxide,  90 

parts  per  million. 

Fined  ;i^l . 2 Gns.  costs. 

Wheat,  Shredded 

2 

Wine,  Ginger  ... 

1 

Wine,  Raisin  ... 

1 

Mr.  J.  Kear  Colwell,  F.I.C.,  the  County  Analyst,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

“ During  the  year  1936,  648  samples  were  submitted  to  me 
for  analysis  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  576  having  been  purchased  with  the 
usual  formalities  and  72  obtained  informally.  In  the  previous 
year  (1935)  the  total  number  of  samples  examined  was  633. 

Of  the  648  samples  submitted  during  the  year  under  review, 
21  (3.2  per  cent)  proved  to  be  adulterated  and  were  certified 
accordingly.  In  the  previous  year  (1935)  4.42  per  cent  of  the 
samples  were  found  to  be  ‘ not  of  the  nature,  substance  and 
quality  of  the  article  demanded  ’ and  were  certified  to  be 
adulterated. 
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Ivventy  of  these  adulterated  samples  were  purchased  with  the 
usual  formalities  and  one  other  was  obtained  informally.  The 
samples  certified  to  be  adulterated  were  Brawn,  Milk,  Mustard 
and  Vinegar. 

Brawn.  One  of  the  samples  of  Brawn  was  found  to  contain 
Sulphite  preservative,  the  quantity  certified  being  82  parts  per 
million  of  Sulphur  di-oxide.  Brawn  is  not  permitted  to  contain 
sulphite  preservative,  neither  should  there  be  any  necessity  for 
the  addition  of  these  prescribed  substances,  as  properly  prepared 
brawn  should  be  well  cooked  before  being  submitted  for  sale. 
In  the  process  of  cooking  the  bacterial  content  should  be  des- 
troyed, and  if  the  resulting  product  is  kept  under  the  conditions 
such  as  all  ready-to-eat  food  stuffs  should  be,  there  is  no 
necessity  to  add  prohibited  preservatives. 

Milk.  The  attention  paid  to  the  milk  supply  was  rather  less 
than  usual  as  only  100  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis 
during  the  year  and  of  those  no  less  than  16  (16.0  per  cent  or 
1 in  6)  fell  below  the  very  modest  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  Regulations  for  genuine  milk  of  the  poorest 
quality.  Three  of  the  samples  had  been  diluted  with  water,  the 
amount  added  varying  from  at  least  4.5  to  19.7  per  cent,  whilst 
from  eleven  others,  fat  had  been  abstracted  to  the  extent  of 
from  at  least  2.0  to  22.0  per  cent.  Further,  two  others  had  not 
only  been  diluted  with  at  least  9.0  and  11.3  per  cent  of  water 
respectively,  but  also  fat  had  been  abstracted  to  the  extent  of 
at  least  8.6  per  cent  in  each  case. 

When  it  is  realised  that  the  average  composition  of  the  genuine 
milk  supplied  to  the  County  during  the  year  was  3.70  per  cent 
of  fat  and  9.06  per  cent  of  non-fatty  solids  it  cannot  be  a matter 
for  congratulation  that  so  many  of  the  samples  fell  below  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  limits  and  too  serious  a view  cannot  be 
taken  of  this  condition  of  the  milk  supply.  Whatever  the 
reason  given,  whether  it  be  the  improper  feeding  of  the  cow, 
improper  milking,  unsuitability  of  the  breed  of  the  milk 
producing  herd,  the  failure  to  stir  during  the  sale  of  the  milk,  or 
skimming,  or  separating  or  diluting  with  water,  it  is  a matter 
of  very  grave  concern  that  the  article  upon  which  so  many  young 
children,  invalids,  and  even  children  of  older  growth,  depend 
for  much  of  their  daily  food,  should  be  so  sophisticated  as  to 
upset  its  natural  balance  as  the  ‘ perfect  food  ’ it  is  generally 
acknowledged  to  be,  and  for  that  reason  should  only  be  modified 
on  the  prescription  or  advice  of  a medical  practitioner  who 
might  desire  to  alter  the  composition  to  suit  the  needs  of  a 
particular  patient. 

Below  is  a table  in  which  1 have  set  out  the  results  of  the 
analyses  of  the  genuine  milks  month  by  month  and  have  com- 
pared them  with  a similar  table  introduced  in  the  last  report. 


Monthly  Variation  of  Chemical  Composition  of  Genuine 
Milk  during  the  Years  1934,  1935  and  1936. 


Month 

Number  of 
Samps,  exam. 
Genuine 

Fat  p.c. 
average 

Non-fatty 
Solids  p.c. 
average 

Number  of 
Samples. 
Not  Genuine 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Tanuarv  

10 

21 

12 

3.76 

3.39 

3.64 

8.84 

8.83 

9.16 

3 

2 

2 

February 

29 

27 

6 

3.63 

3.56 

3.90 

9.00 

9.05 

9.19 

6 

7 

0 

March  

3 

12 

15 

3.40 

3.56 

3.57 

9.12 

8.86 

8.93 

2 

0 

2 

April  

23 

14 

8 

3.63 

3.52 

3.65 

8.99 

8.73 

9.07 

4 

2 

0 

May  

10 

3 

1 

3.65 

3.33 

3.50 

9.04 

8.99 

8.98 

12 

1 

9 

June  

4 

7 

10 

3.37 

3.21 

3.75 

8.91 

9.19 

9.07 

1 

5 

4 

July 

28 

1 

0 

3.48 

3.60 

— 

8.95 

8.84 

— 

5 

0 

0 

August  

13 

11 

6 

3.47 

3.53 

3.68 

8.98 

8.77 

9.07 

0 

1 

0 

September  ... 

0 

10 

10 

— 

3.54 

3.49 

— 

8.83 

8.94 

0 

1 

3 

October  

22 

17 

0 

3.57 

3.48 

— 

9.05 

8.97 

— 

1 

0 

0 

November  ... 

12 

18 

7 

3.58 

3.79 

4.09 

9.01 

9.00 

9.26 

1 

1 

2 

December  . . . 

0 

0 

9 

3.77 

8.95 

0 

0 

1 

Whole  Year 

154 

141 

84 

3.55 

3.53 

3.70 

8.99 

8.92 

9.06 

35 

20 

16 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  average  hgures  both  for  fat  and 
non-fatty  solids  are  slightly  higher  than  in  the  two  preceding 
years  indicating  that  the  genuine  milk  sold  in  the  County  was  of 
excellent  quality,  and  therefore  it  seems  grossly  unfair  that 
producers  who  sell  an  inferior  article  should  obtain  the  same 
price  as  those  who  supply  genuine  milk  of  a much  higher  quality. 

Mustard.  One  of  the  samples  submitted  as  mustard  proved 
to  be  a sample  of  what  is  known  as  a Mustard  Condiment  con- 
taining at  least  12.0  per  cent  of  Starch  and  Farinaceous  matter. 
Many  people  prefer  this  type  of  mustard  preparation  as  the 
addition  of  the  starchy  matter  reduces  the  pungency  of  the 
mustard,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  sold 
provided  information  is  given  to  the  purchaser  that  the  addition 
of  a diluent  has  been  made.  It  need  hardly  be  pointed  out  that 
persons  who  employ  mustard  in  the  popular  ‘ plaster  ’ should 
know  what  type  of  mustard  they  are  using. 

A sample  of  ‘ Prepared  ’ Mustard  was  found  to  contain  329 
parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  di-oxide  and  was  certihed  accordingly. 
It  has  been  contended  that  as  mustard  seed  contains  sulphur 
compounds,  as  do  most  cruciferous  plants,  that  the  sulphur 
found  in  the  form  of  Sulphur  di-oxide  was  a product  of  the 
mustard  itself,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  other  samples  of 
prepared  mustard,  both  of  English  and  foreign  origin , have  been 
examined  which  do  not  contain  sulphur  di-oxide,  I felt  it  my  duty 
to  certify  the  sample  as  adulterated.  If  the  mustard  manu- 
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faclurcrs  feel  aggrieved,  it  would  seem  to  be  in  their  interest  for 
them  to  obtain  such  alteration  of  the  law  as  would  enable 
them  to  show  that  it  is  a legitimate  product  to  be  placed  upon 
the  market  with  such  limitations  as  may  be  considered  necessary. 

Vinegar.  One  of  the  samples  of  vinegar  was  found  to  contain 
a preservative  : namely  90  parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  di-oxide. 
The  addition  of  sulphur  di-oxide  to  vinegar  is  not  provided  for 
in  the  Preservative  Regulations  as  vinegar  is  generally  regarded 
as  a preservative  in  itself.  It  is  probable,  in  this  case,  that  the 
addition  might  be  regarded  as  accidental,  as  vinegar  casks  are 
sometimes  given  a final  washing  with  sulphur  di-oxide  solution 
for  cleansing  purposes,  but  this  is  only  an  illustration  of  the 
gross  carelessness  with  which,  even  now,  preservatives,  etc., 
are  handled. 


A Standards  Committee. 

The  work  of  the  year  only  adds  fresh  evidence  to  support  the 
need  for  the  formation  of  some  small  Permanent  Committee  to 
whom  questions  may  be  referred  which  arise  in  the  work  of  a 
Public  Analyst  from  time  to  time.  As  I have  before  pointed  out , 
the  question  of  a Standard  has  often  to  be  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Public  Analyst  himself,  and  although  he  may  fix  some 
standard  as  a result  of  experience  gained  in  his  practice , to  which 
exception  is  usually  taken  by  the  commercial  interests  concerned , 
he  should  have  the  advice  and  support  of  a Committee  whose 
word  should  be  regarded  as  final.  I am  aware  that  this  matter 
is  one  of  some  difficulty,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  must  be 
faced  before  long  if  the  food  supply  of  this  Country  is  not  to 
deteriorate  owing  to  the  sharp  practice  of  persons  who  desire  to 
take  advantage  of  the  public  by  the  supply  of  inferior  articles. 


THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
ACTS  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 

During  the  year , 93  samples  were  taken , 36  being  formal  samples , 
and  57  informal  samples,  the  whole  of  which  were  submitted  to, 
and  reported  on,  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Of  this  number,  5 were  found  not  to  be  genuine,  the  adulterated 
samples  being  3 formal  samples  and  two  informal. 

In  addition,  318  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  informally  for 
examination  in  the  Laboratory  at  the  Town  Hall.  Of  these, 
17  were  found  to  be  below  the  standard  and  appropriate  action 
was  taken  in  each  case. 
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THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
ACTS  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LUTON. 

During  the  year,  556  samples  were  taken,  101  being  formal 
samples,  and  455  informal  samples,  the  whole  of  which  were 
submitted  to,  and  reported  on,  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Of  this  number,  45  were  found  not  to  be  genuine.  Twenty- 
nine  of  these  were  milk. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN 
FOOD)  REGULATIONS,  1925  -1927. 

By  these  Regulations  a definite  restriction  has  been  placed  on 
the  use  of  preservatives  in  certain  articles  of  food.  No  preservative 
is  to  be  added  to  milk  and  cream  in  any  case. 

Thirteen  samples  of  Cream  were  submitted  for  analysis  during 
the  year  1936.  Of  these  samples,  seven  were  taken  in  the  Borough 
of  Luton  and  one  in  the  Borough  of  Bedford. 

All  the  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 

1923-1927. 

Ten  samples  were  examined  and  found  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1923-1927. 

Thirteen  samples  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  found 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

There  are  four  persons  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sal 
of  artificial  cream  in  the"  County.  The  premises  are  inspected 
periodically.  Only  small  quantities  are  manufactured  at  seasonal 
times  of  the  year. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  record 
details  of  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods,  shops,  stalls, 
slaughter-houses  and  other  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared. 

In  the  Borough  of  Luton  9 tons  9cwts.  1 qr.  8^  lbs.  of  unsound 
food  was  condemned  and  destroyed  ; in  the  Borough  of  Bedford 
4 tons  8 cwts.  16|  lbs.  of  unsound  food  was  destroyed,  and 
7 tons  14  cwts.  2 qrs.  8 lbs.  in  the  Biggleswade  Rural  District. 
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MATTERS  OF  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Ampthill  Rural  District. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Scheme  for  supplying  the  whole 
District  with  water,  particulars  of  which  were  set  out  on  page  77 
of  mv  Annual  Report  for  1934,  is  nearing  completion,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of  1937. 
When  this  is  completed  all  the  Parishes  in  this  district  will  have 
a piped  supply  of  water. 

The  Medical  Officer  reports  that  : — 

Applications  have  been  received  and  442  services  laid  to 
serve  583  premises  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  yards  of  three  inch  main  were  laid 
in  Spinney  Lane,  Aspley  Guise. 

An  extension  is  ordered  at  Deadmans  Cross,  Haynes. 

The  purchase  of  water  in  bulk  from  the  Biggleswade  Water 
Board  for  the  supply  of  Lower  Stondon  has  now  been  discontinued, 
and  the  district  is  supplied  from  Birchmoor. 

The  old  supply  to  Lidlington  and  Marston  has  been  much 
improved  since  a new  length  of  pipes  was  laid  through  the  Marston 
V alley  Brickworks  early  in  the  year. 

A Water  Tower  holding  1 ,600  gallons  has  been  erected  at  West 
End,  Haynes,  and  has  effected  a better  supply  to  the  high  ground 
there. 

Eight  houses  in  Marston  parish  are  supplied  with  water  by 
meter  from  mains  belonging  to  the  Bedford  Rural  District  Council. 

In  fourteen  cases  extensions  to  the  mains  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Council,  they  are  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Cranfield, 
Haynes,  Houghton  Conquest,  Marston,  Millbrook,  Ridgmont, 
Husborne  Crawley,  Pulloxhill,  Lidlington  and  Harlington.” 


Bedford  Rural  District. 

The  Scheme  for  supplying  the  whole  District  with  water, 
particulars 'of  which  were  set  out  on  page  78  of  my  Annual  Report 
for  1934,  has  been  completed  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  following  figures  show  the  estimated  number  of  persons 
who  will  benefit  by  this  scheme,  and  the  quantity  of  water  that 
will  be  consumed. 

Total  Population  estimated  to  be  supplied  under  Rural  District 

Scheme  ^1 ,044_  persons 

Total  average  daily  requirement  448,495  gallons 
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Supplied  us  under  : — 

From  Bedford  :«)7,065  gallons 


Biggleswade 

78 ,855 

Higham  Eerrers  and  Rushden 

6 ,375 

St.  Neots  ... 

1 ,200 

Birchmoor 

55 ,000 

448 ,495 


Luton  Rural  District. 

As  stated  in  my  report  for  1934  independent  piped  supplies  are 
already  in  operation  in  several  parishes  in  the  Luton  Rural  District , 
and  it  has  been  considered  more  economical  to  supply  the  remaining 
Parishes,  urgently  in  need  of  water,  on  these  lines. 

At  Caddington , further  extensions  have  been  carried  out,  the 
mains  being  extended  along  the  Aley  Green  Road  to  provide  for 
the  new  Council  Houses,  and  also  in  Chaiil  End  I.ane  and  Tipple 
Hill  Road,  to  supply  new  properties. 

At  Kensworth  635  yards  of  3"  main  have  been  laid  to  provide 
a supply  to  new  properties  and  is  available  to  existing  properties 
in  the  middle  of  the  village. 

The  mains  at  Streatley  have  been  extended  by  156  yards  of 
2"  pipe  laid  to  supply  new  properties  erected  off  the  Sundon  Road. 

Connections  to  existing  mains  have  been  made  during  the 
vear  to  properties  which  have  hitherto  drawn  from  shallow  wells 
or  other  unsatisfactory  sources,  and  also  to  new  properties  erected 
within  the  limits  of  such  mains. 

The  Scheme  for  supplying  the  village  of  Eaton  Bray  from 
the  mains  of  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  at  Totternhoe 
is  now  well  advanced.  This  applies  also  to  the  Scheme  for  Barton 
where  the  supply  is  from  a bore-well  lately  put  down  by  the 
Council.  A comprehensive  Scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the 
parishes  of  Chalgrave,  Eggington,  Hockliffe,  Stanbridge, 
Tilsworth  and  Toddington.  The  proposed  supply  is  from  the 
mains  of  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  although  there  is  a 
further  proposal  that  the  supply  should  come  from  a bore-well 
at  Battlesden. 

Scheme  for  the  supply  of  Heath  and  Reach  from  the  Leighton 
Buzzard  U.D.('.  mains  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  with 
the  bore-well  at  Battlesden  now^  being  considered  as  an  additional 
source  of  supply.  It  is  also  proposed  to  supply  Billington  from 
Leighton  Buzzard. 

The  parishes  of  Houghton  Regis  and  lotternhoe  are  already 
supplied  from  Dunstable.  Hyde  and  part  of  Stopsley  is  supplied 
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from  the  Luton  Hoo  j)rivate  supply  and  the  Luton  Water  Lornpany. 
The  parishes  of  Studham  and  Sundon  are  supplied  by  local  bore- 
wells. 

Grants . 

As  stated  in  my  Report  for  1935,  the  question  of  contributions 
by  the  County  Council  under  vSection  57  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  towards  the  cost  of  the  schemes  has  received 
consideration. 

In  addition  to  the  requirement  that  all  schemes  proposed  to  be 
adopted  by  any  Rural  District  Council  must  first  be  submitted  to, 
and  approved  by,  the  County  Council  and  the  work  carried  out  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  County  Water  Engineers,  to  be  eligible  for 
grants,  the  following  terms  and  conditions  have  been  laid  down: — 

(1)  A Rural  District  Council  shall  charge,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  calculating  the  contribution,  if  any,  to  be  made  by  this 
Council,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  charged,  a minimum  tariff 
of  12^%  on  the  rateable  value  for  domestic  supplies,  and  for 
measured  supplies  Is.  6d.  per  thousand  gallons  or  such  other  sum 
as  in  the  discretion  of  the  District  Council  concerned  may  appear 
to  them  to  be  reasonable  and  proper. 

(2)  The  surpluses  or  deficiencies  on  all  water  undertakings 
in  a Rural  District  to  be  ascertained  and  the  resulting  aggre- 
gate nett  surplus  or  deficiency  expressed  as  a rate  in  the  £ on  the 
General  District  Rate. 

(3)  A Rural  District  Council  to  be  required  to  bear  the  cost 
of  such  nett  deficiencies  up  to  the  equivalent  of  a rate  of  6d.  in 
the  £. 

(4 ) Any  excess  beyond  such  figure  to  be  borne  in  equal  propor- 
tions  by  the  County  Council  and  a Rural  District  Council,  but 
so  that  the  total  to  be  borne  by  a Rural  District  Council  is  not 
to  exceed  the  equivalent  of  Is.  in  the  £ on  the  general  rate,  the 
County  Council  to  bear  anything  in  excess. 


Borough  of  Bedford. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Bedford  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — 

“ Extensions  consisting  of  4 new  slow  sand  hlters,  3 of  which, 
together  with  a*  service  reservoir  of  500,000  gallons  capacity,  and 
a screening  plant  at  the  intake,  have  been  constructed  for  the 
supply  to  the  Bedford  Rural  District  Council. 

The  conversion  of  ball  hydrants  to  valve  hydrants  was  continued 
through  the  year.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a scheme  was 
approved  for  accelerating  this  conversion  and  making  it  complete 
as  soon  as  possible.” 
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Borough  of  Luton. 


The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Luton  Urban  District  reports 


that  : — 

“ During-  the  year  the  Water  Company  have  extended  their 
mains  in  order  to  supply  the  following  districts  : 


Putteridge  Road. 
Oakley  Road. 
Dunstable  Road. 
Leagrave  Road. 
F'arley  Hill. 

Old  Bedford  Road. 


New  Bedford  Road. 
Stock ingstone  Road. 
Hart  Lane. 

Chaul  End  Lane. 
Dallow  Road. 
Bramingham  Road. 


In  the  new  portion  of  the  Borough,  which  was  incorporated 
in  April,  1933,  there  are  still  a number  of  houses  which  obtain 
their  supply  from  driven  tube  wells.  Each  year,  however, 
this  number  is  being  reduced,  due  to  the  extension  of  the 
Water  Company’s  mains,  and  the  connection  thereto  of  the 
premises  involved.” 


Borough  of  Dunstable. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Dunstable  Urban  District  reports 
that : — 

” In  order  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  need  due  to  dev^elopment 
taking  place,  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  have  carried 
out  the  following  improvements  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Completion  of  the  well  deepening  and  extensions  commenced 
in  1934,  giving  an  extra  depth  of  40  feet  and  300  feet  of  length 
at  that  depth.  It  is  not  possible  to  say  as  yet  what  extra  quantity 
of  water  the  improvement  will  give  owing  to  the  excessively  wet 
period  since  the  work  was  completed. 

(h)  One  of  the  pumps  has  been  transferred  from  the  old 
shallower  level  to  the  new  deepened  well. 

(c ) Several  small  inter-connections  have  been  made  to  generally 
improve  supply  in  various  districts  and  this  is  still  being  carried 
on , additional  water  valves  are  being  inserted  to  reduce  the  number 
of  premises  out  of  supply  when  repairs  and  alterations  are 
necessary.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  lay  a new  15  inch 
trunk  main  from  the  reservoir  on  Half  Moon  Hill  to  the  junction 
of  High  Street  South  and  King  Street.  This  should  considerablv 
improve  pressures  in  low  pressure  districts.” 

Kempston  Urban  District. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Kempston  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  have  duplicated 
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their  trunk  mains  from  the  Reservoir  at  Moxhill,  and  the  mains 
within  the  area  have  also  been  duplicated  in  places  where  necessary 
according  to  the  scheme  approved  last  year.  The  j)ressure  is 
now  satisfactory. 

The  following  extensions  to  the  Councirs  water  mains  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Hoo  Estate  ...  ...  ...  1,3^5  feet  of  3"  main. 

Belle  Vue  Estate  ...  ...  1,385  feet  of  3"  main. 

Chantry  Estate 310  feet  of  4"  main. 

These  additions  were  necessary  to  serve  private  building  estates.  ’ ’ 

Leighton  Buzzard  Urban  District. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Leighton  Buzzard  Urban  District 
reports  that  : — 

The  water  supply  to  the  north  end  of  Heath  Road  has  been 
improved  by  the  laying  of  a main  from  the  reservoir  on  Shenley 
Hill  along  Shenley  Hill  Road  and  connecting  up  same  to  the 
existing  main  in  Heath  Road. 

The  scheme  for  increasing  the  supply  of  water  by  sinking  a 
new  bore  hole  at  the  Waterworks,  Stanbridge  Road,  will  be 
commenced  early  in  1937.’’ 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS. 

The  two  principal  rivers  in  the  County  are  the  Ouse  and  the 
Ivel.  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  as  far  as  could 
be  ascertained  no  serious  pollution  was  taking  place.  As  stated 
in  my  Report  for  1934  so  soon  as  the  rural  districts  are  supplied 
with  a piped  water  supply  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  sewage 
will  become  of  increasing  importance  as  regards  the  preservation 
of  the  purity  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  County. 

RAINFALL. 

The  total  Rainfall  recorded  at  the  County  Sanatorium  was  27.41 
inches.  In  the  previous  year  a rainfall  of  25.66  inches  was  recorded. 
The  highest  rainfall  during  the  year  was  recorded  in  the  months 
of  June  and  July  whilst  May  and  August  were  the  driest  months. 
The  average  for  England  and  Wales  in  1936  was  38.5  inches, 
as  against  40.14  in  the  previous  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  question  of  sewage  disposal  in  the  rural  areas  will,  so  soon 
as  piped  water  supplies  are  available  in  the  various  districts, 
require  serious  consideration.  The  various  problems  arising 
will  doubtless  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities  concerned,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  this  provision 
where  necessary. 
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At  their  meeting  on  the  26th  July,  1935,  the  Count}"  Council 
resolved  that,  pursuant  to  Section  57  of  the  Local  Government  Act , 
1929,  contributions  be  made  towards  expenditure  incurred  by 
District  Councils  for  works  in  connection  with  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Schemes,  subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — 

1 . That  a contribution  be  paid  only  in  respect  of  new  Schemes, 

but  that  no  contribution  be  made  unless  the  Council  are 
satisfied  that  the  area  cannot  undertake  the  Scheme 
without  undue  hardship. 

2.  That  the  following  conditions  apply  to  schemes  submitted 

for  consideration  : — 

(A)  The  Council  must  be  satisfied  that  the  scheme  (i)  is 

necessary  ; (ii)  is  the  most  satisfactory  method  of 
providing  the  services  required  ; (iii)  will  provide 
for  the  needs  of  a sufficiently  large  area  ; (iv)  will 
provide,  or  can  be  adapted,  for  such  development  as 
can  be  reasonably  anticipated  ; (v)  is  reasonable  in 
cost  ; (vi)  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(B)  The  Rural  District  Council  must  make  a contribution  as 

part  of  their  expenditure  for  general  purposes. 

(C)  The  Council's  contribution  will  be  based  on  capital 

cost  only. 

(D)  Each  application  will  be  considered  on  its  merits  and 

contributions  will  be  subject  to  revision. 

During  1936  various  works  of  improvement  and  extension  have 
been  carried  out. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Bedford  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — 

The  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the  recently  added  areas  under 
the  North  Bedfordshire  Review  Order  1934,  is  now  complete, 
main  sewers  have  been  laid,  and  the  connection  of  the  houses 
is  in  hand.  The  sewerage  of  the  private  streets  in  these  added 
areas  is  also  in  hand.  A relief  sewer  designed  to  relieve  flooding 
in  times  of  storm  is  also  in  course  of  construction,  and  also  a 
storm  water  culvert  for  the  same  purpose." 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Luton  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  and  increased  population  of  the 
Borough,  the  existing  sewage  works  has  been  found  to  require 
considerable  amplification.  Plans  have  been  made  for  a new 
sewage  purification  works  to  be  situate  at  New  Mill  End,  which 
will  be  capable  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  flow  for  a population 
of  120,000.  Allowances  have  been  made  in  the  design  for  the 
future  extension  of  the  plant  to  enable  it  to  deal  with  the  full 
capacity  of  the  main  sewer  to  be  used.  The  ultimate  capacity 
of  the  main  sewer  will  be  sufficient  for  six  times  the  dry  weather 
flow  for  a population  of  150,000." 
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The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Dunstable  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — 

Conditions  as  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  at  the  sewage  farm  at 
Houghton  Regis  remain  unchanged,  but  it  would  appear  at  the 
moment  that  the  works  are  overloaded.  The  Corporation  are  at 
present  installing  recording  apparatus  at  the  farm  and  are  taking 
the  necessary  steps  to  put  the  matter  in  order. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the 
matter  of  the  provision  of  sewers  in  the  added  areas.  No  less 
than  610  houses  have  within  the  last  eighteen  months  been  drained 
to  sewers  and  the  unsatisfactorv  and  verv  t^-mporary  cesspools 
into  which  they  previously  drained  have  been  emptied  and  abolished 
and  when  one  realises  that  the  whole  of  the  work  has  been  done 
by  the  owners,  wdthout  delay,  and  simply  on  informal  action, 
great  credit  is  due  to  them. 

In  this  connection  no  less  than  756  cesspools  were  cleared  during 
the  year.  ’ ’ 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Biggleswade  Urban  District 
reports  that — 

“ Four  hundred  and  seventy-one  yards  of  new  sew'er  were 
laid  during  the  year,  and  23  new  connections  have  been  made  to 
the  Council’s  sewers.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Kempston  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — ' : ’ - 

‘ ‘ There  have  been  903  yards  of  9"  sewers  completed  and  coupled 
to  the  Council’s  sewers  during  the  year,  carried  out  by  private 
enterprise,  to  serve  the  needs  of  new  building  estates. 

Theextensionsto  the  Council ’s  new  sewers  involving  new'Pumping 
Stations  and  Pumping  Plant,  together  with  new  and  larger 
installations  at  their  disposal  works,  is  now  nearing  completion. 

The  new'  storm  relief  sewer  which  is  part  of  the  above  scheme 
is  already  completed  and  has  been  put  into  commission.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Ampthill  Rural  District  reports 
that  : — 

‘ ‘ The  sewer  ditches  and  tanks  have  been  cleansed  periodically  ; 
a motor  van  was  purchased  by  the  Council  for  the  use  of  the  men 
and  the  work  has  been  very  much  speeded  up. 

A scheme  of  sewage  disposal  was  prepared  and  considered  for 
the  hamlet  of  Lower  Stondon,  Shillington,  but  owing  to  the  high 
cost  nothing  further  has  been  done. 

One  hundred  yards  of  six  inch  sewer  were  laid  in  New  Walk, 
Shillington,' to  drain  some  houses  where  a nuisance  w'as  created 
in  a ditch. 


Kit^hty  yjirds  of  old  sewer  at  Low'er  Stondoii,  > ^'cre 

taken  up  and  relaid  with  glazed  j)ipes. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  \"ards  of  nine  inch  sewei  were  Liid 
in  Spinney  l.ane,  Aspley  (niise. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  yards  of  old  six  inch  sewer  in  fingrith 
Road,  Kversholt,  have  been  taken  ii])  and  relaid  with  nine  inch 
glazed  pipes. 

The  outfall  of  the  main  sewer  at  Flitton  Road,  Pnlloxhill,  was 
extended  a distance  of  twelve  yards  with  twelve  inch  pipes. 

A sewer  ditch  at  Crantield  has  been  fenced  in  with  barbed  wire. 

.\  length  of  drain  from  nine  houses  in  Silver  End  Road,  Haynes, 
was  taken  over  as  a sewer  and  has  since  been  maintained. 

A short  extension  has  been  made  to  the  sewer  in  Lower  Shelton 
Road,  Marston,  and  another  is  contemplated.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Bedford  Rural  District  reports 
that  : — 

” In  the  Rural  District  4,378  yards  of  open  sewers  have  been 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  repaired  in  various  Parishes. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Contrrxtors  completed  the 
scheme  of  Sewage  for  the  Parish  of  Claphan^  although  the  same 
has  not  yet  been  accepted  and  taken  over  by  the  Council.  214 
Premises  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers  after  passing  the 
necessary  tests.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Biggleswade  Rural  District 
reports  that  : — 

” In  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  years  1931  and  1932  the  need  for  a modern  system  of  drainage 
for  the  parishes  of  Shefford,  Clifton  and  Henlow  was  referred  to. 

In  .the  year  19v33,  a survey  of  the  parishes  of  Shefford,. Clifton, 
Henlow  and  Langford  was  carried  out  by  a firm  of  engineers,  who 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  duly  considered  by  the  Rural 
District  Council,  but  the  difficulties  were  such  that' the  Council 
were  unable  to  take  any  definite  steps  towards  the  installation 
of  the  scheme. 

During  the  past  two  years  this  matter  has  been  receiving  careful 
consideration  and  during  the  period  under  revew  an  amended 
scheme  has  been  considered,  eliminating  the  parish  of  Langford. 

The  County  Council  has  now  been  ap])roached  as  to  whether  that 
body  would  make  a grant  towards  such  a scheme  and  if  so,  upon 
what  terms. 

The  need  for  the  installation  of  a sewerage  system  for  these 
parishes  is  fully  realised,  and  it  is  regretted  that  so  far  the  financial 
difficulties  have  been  such  that  further  progress  has  not  been 
possible. 
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The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Luton  Rural  District  reports  that  : 

One  thousand  and  fifty  yards  of  9"  sewer  were  laid  in  Manor 
Road,  Barton,  connecting  up  new  properties  and  also  taking 
the  sewage  from  a 6"  pipe  at  the  upper  end  of  the  road  formerly 
discharging  into  a large  cesspool  which  had  to  be  frequently 
emptied. 

An  extension  of  about  466  yards  of  6"  sewer  was  laid  in  Barton- 
hill  Road. 

Extensions  to  the  sewers  of  the  Luton  Corporation  have  been 
made  as  development  has  proceeded  at  two  housing  estates  near 
the  Luton  Borough  boundary  at  Studham. 

A scheme  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Toddington  is  being  prepared.’' 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  Reports 
of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  that  improvements  have 
been  made  in  various  Districts  with  regard  to  the  arrangements 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  viz. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Bedford  Urban  District  reports 
that  : — 

‘ ‘ The  total  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  Destructor 
during  the  year  was  12,355  tons.  Of  this  ll,987f  tons  was 
house  refuse  and  367 J tons  trade  refuse.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Luton  Urban  District  reports  that  : 

"The  total  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  destroyed  was 
23,206  tons  12  cwts.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Dunstable  Urban  District  reports 
that : — 

” During  the  year  the  services  of  the  horse-drawn  vehicle  was 
dispensed,  with  and  the  additional  two-ton  Commer  Refuse 
Collecting  Vehicle  was  put  into  commission  in  the  month  of  May. 

The  plant  now  consists  of  two,  two-ton  Commer  Vehicles  each 
of  which  is  manned  bv  a driver  and  three  loaders.  Trade  refuse 
is  also  collected  for  which  a small  charge  is  made. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  disposal  which  is 
by  controlled  tipping  in  an  old  chalk  pit  within  the  Borough 
and  care  is  taken  to  see  that  the  refuse  is  well  covered.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Biggleswade  Urban  District 
reports  that  : — 

‘ ‘ The  7 cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle  which  was  purchased 
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last  year  has  proved  satisfactory,  and  controlled  tij)ping  has  been 
continued  in  available  disused  ^Tavel  pits  during  the  year.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Biggleswade  Rural  District 
reports  that  : — 

“ Weekly  collections  of  house  refuse  are  made  in  the  parishes 
of  Arlesey,'Henlo\v,  Langford,  Potton  and  Shefford,  and  a monthly 
collection  in  Stotfold. 

During  the  year  a contract  was  entered  into  for  a monthly 
collection  in  eighteen  other  parishes  where  a collection  of  refuse 
was  not  carried  out. 

This  has  proved  a great  benetit  to  the  District.” 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Luton  Rural  District  reports 
that  : — 

“ House  refuse  collection  has  been  extended  during  the  year 
to  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Totternhoe  and  Streatley  where 
development  has  been  made  near  the  boundaries  of  the  Dunstable 
and  Luton  Boroughs  respectively.” 


THE  RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Russell,  the  County  Agricultural  Officer,  reports 
that  : — 

” The  number  of  cases  of  infestation  investigated  by  my 
Department  has  been  about  the  average. 

Certain  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  the  R.A.F.  Camp,  Henlow, 

' ihcluding  a dog  racing  track,  had  to  have  particular  attention. 
Also,  some  old  type  buildings  at  Dunstable  where  it  was  founds 
that  rat-proofing  by  means  of  concrete  floors  was  the  only  means 
of  dealing  with  the  trouble. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  period  to  ask  the  Clerk  of  the 
. .Council  to  take  legal  proceedings  as  the  occupiers  concerned  in 
all  cases  acted  with  reasonable  promptitude  on  the  advice  given 
to  deal  with  the  infestation. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  fixed  National  Rat  Week  in  1936 
for  the  period  2nd  to  7th  November,  and  I am  pleased  to  record 
once  again  the  ready  and  useful  co-operation  of  Parish  Councils, 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Police  and  Press.” 


HOUSING. 


Trom  information  kindly  supplied  by  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health , I have  prepared  the  following  statement  showing  the 
number  of  new  houses  erected  within  the  County  during  1936  : — 


Total 
number 
of  new 
houses 
erected  in 
1936 

By  the 
Local 
Authority 

By 

private 

enterprise 

URBAN  DISTRICTS 

Ampthill 

7 

0 

7 

Bedford 

336 

2 

334 

Biggleswade 

24 

0 

24 

Dunstable  ... 

266 

12 

254 

Kempston  ... 

325 

28 

297 

Leighton  Buzzard  ... 

32 

6 

26 

Luton 

2204 

64 

2140 

Sandy 

8 

0 

8 

Total 

3202 

112 

3090 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 

Ampthill 

169 

12 

157 

Bedford 

318 

0 

318 

Biggleswade 

135 

60 

75 

• • • • • • 

291 

78 

213 

• • • • • • 

913 

150 

763 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statement  that  4,115  houses  were 
erected  within  the  County  during  1936,  as  compared  with  3,858  in 
1935. 

Once  again  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  number  of  new  houses 
erected  is  in  the  Borough  of  Luton. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 

Section  34  (2)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  provides  that  where 
the  Rural  District  Council  claims  that  any  of  the  houses  proposed 
to  be  erected  by  the  Council  are  required  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  agricultural  population  of  the  District,  the  County  Council 
shall  determine  how  many  such  houses  are  so  required,  whereupon 
the  County  Council  will  be  called  upon  to  contribute  at  the  rate 
of  £1  per  annum  per  house  for  a period  of  40  years,  following 
the  completion  of  these  houses. 
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During  tlie  year  under  review  applications  for  grants  were  received 
in  respect  of  29  houses.  Grants  were  authorised  for  22  of  these 
houses. 

The  following  table  is  inserted  giving  information  as  to  the 
action  taken  by  the  local  sanitary  authorities  in  pursuance  of 
Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 


SAM  I AHY  I )Is;TI!ICT, 

No,  of  dwelling 
houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 
during  1936, 

1 

No.  of  dwelling  house.s 
demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition 
Orders  during  1936, 

Ampthill  Urban 

— 

Ampthill  Rural  ... 

9 

14 

Bedford  Urban 

' 

0 

Bedford  Rural 

20 

8 

Biggleswade  Urban 

59 

13 

Biggleswade  Rural 

38 

46 

Dunstable  Urban  ... 

— ' 

Kempston  Urban  ... 

26 

15 

Leighton  Buzzard  Urban  . . . 

1 

Luton  Urban 

t20 

*13 

Luton  Rural 

41 

93 

Sandy  Urban 

9 

4 

Total 

226 

209 

t 10  houses  were  closed  but  not  demolislied  on  an  undertaking  not  to  again 
let  for  human  habitation. 

* 4 houses  owned  by  the  I.ocal  Authority  were  closed,  and  a resolution 
passed  not  to  again  let  for  human  habitation. 


HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT,  1926. 

No  applications  for  loans  were  received  by  the  County  Council 
inder  this  Act,  during  1936 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

HOUSES. 

Under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  Local 
Authorities  are  required  to  make  provision  for  a thorough  inspection 
of  the  houses  in  their  district  from  time  to  time  by  their  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  or  by  an  officer  designated  for  the  purpose,  to 
ascertain  the  varying  needs  or  circumstances  of  the  dwelling 
houses. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


The  workshops  and  workplaces  witliin  the  Ojuiity  a])pear  to 
be  adequately  inspected,  and  reasonably  well  maintained. 

Occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops  are  required  to  keep 
lists  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  employed  by  them 
to  execute  work  at  their  own  homes  and  to  forward  copies  of 
such  lists  to  the  Local  Authority  in  February  and  August  of 
each  year. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  reviewed  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers  at  their  visits  and  defects  found,  together  with 
suggestions  as  to  improvements  which  may  seem  desirable,  are 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  County  Surveyor’s  Architectural 
Department.  These  inspections  are  additional  to  those  made 
by  the  officers  of  the  district  sanitary  authorities. 


